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PREFACE 


The student graduating from high school today finds himself 
with fewer opportunities for employment than was true a decade or two ago. 
Rapid changes in the occupational world have been in the direction of a 
demand for more and more training of both general and specialized type. 
This study is an attempt to determine the extent to which students who 
have completed grade twelve in Alberta high schools proceed to post- 
secondary training, and the factors associated with the decision of some 
students not to complete post-secondary education. 

The study is part of a larger research program undertaken in 
1968-69 by the Students Assistance Board, Department of Education, for 
the purpose of reviewing present policies and practices in the granting 
of financial assistance to students in post-secondary educational Lipp la 
tutions. The major work on the study was carried out by the senior 
author in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 


Master of Education at the University of Alberta. 
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ABSTRACT 


An attempt was made in this study to discover the reasons why 
some qualified Alberta high school graduates do not continue their 
education at the post-secondary level, and how such noncontinuing 
students were different from, or similar to, graduates who either 
continued their education or delayed attendance at a post-secondary 
institution. 

Initially, a representative sample of 1011 June, 1967 Alberta 
high school graduates were sent return mail cards on which they were 
asked to indicate what they did with regard to continuing their 
education following high school graduation. All of the noncontinuing 
and interrupting students who returned these cards were sent follow-up 
questionnaires to determine the reasons for, and the personal, family, 
and school factors related to, their noncontinuance or interruption. 
Also, questionnaires were sent to a sub-sample of continuing students 
so that this group could be compared with the noncontinuing and 
interrupting groups. Some 123 noncontinuing, 58 interrupting, and 
139 continuing students returned the questionnaires. Information 
provided by these individuals was used in the analyses carried out in 
the study. 

The chi-square test was used on questionnaire items that were 
common to either two or all three of the groups to determine significant 
differences in the distributions of student responses. The .05 level 


was accepted as the standard for significance. 
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Reasons for Noncontinuance 
The reasons given by noncontinuing students for not attending 
post-secondary school were, in order of importance, "Was uncertain about 
future plans", "Didn't think I had the ability to go on", "Wanted to 
earn own living to be independent of parents", "Not enough money to go 


on", and "Lack of interest in further education". 


Personal Factors 

In comparison to graduates who interrupted or continued their 
education, noncontinuing students tended to be older, had lower averages 
on Grade 12 Departmental Examinations, and were considerably less 
motivated to attend post-secondary school. Noncontinuing individuals 
tended to have made their decisions concerning education beyond high 
school at a much later stage in their educational careers than did inter- 
rupting and continuing students. Noncontinuing students reported 
considerably more regret than did interrupting students over the decisions 


they had made regarding post-secondary education. 


Family Factors 


Graduates who did not continue their education generally spent 
less time than did interrupting and continuing graduates discussing their 
post-high school plans with their parents. They also reported being 
much less influenced by their parents in making their decisions concerning 
post-secondary education. The parents of noncontinuing students tended 
to be on relatively lower educational levels than parents of interrupting 
and continuing students. Noncontinuing students tended to have 
proportionately more qualified siblings who did not continue their 


education after high school graduation but individuals in all three groups 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg_33398001321362 
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generally claimed that they had not been influenced by these noncontinuing 
siblings in making their post-high school plans. 
School Factors 

Relative to students who interrupted or continued their education, 
noncontinuing students were less adequately informed about post-secondary 
educational opportunities, had received less encouragement from school 
staff to continue their education, did not participate as extensively in 
extra-curricular activities, and were much less likely to have taken a 
matriculation program. Noncontinuing students had proportionately more 
close friends who did not continue their education, and they were much 
less influenced by their close friends than were interrupting and 
continuing studeats in making their decision concerning education beyond 


high school. 
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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


A. INTRODUCTION 


A by-product of society's accelerating evolution toward ever 
greater ideological diversity and occupational specialization has been 
a growing conviction that post-secondary education is very important 
both to the individual and to the society of which he is an integral 
part. The genuineness of this belief in the importance of higher 
education has been demonstrated by the great deal of attention given 
the high school "dropout" and, to a lesser extent, the "dropout" from 
various post-secondary institutions such as technical institutes, schools 
of nursing, and universities. 

This concern about the dropouts from high school and post- 
secondary school seems to be justifiable and has led, in some institutions 
at least, to a revamping of existing programs so that potential dropouts 
might be encouraged to remain in school. In recent years, however, what 
might appropriately be called a new dropout group has received attention- 
namely those individuals who do not continue their education after high 
school graduation. Should not society be as concerned about these 
individuals as it is about the dropouts who fit the traditional dropout 
definition? In the present writer's view, society should indeed be very 
much concerned about this group and the potential loss in human resources 


that it represents. 
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B. THE PROBLEM 


1. Statement of the Problem 

The major purpose of this study was to provide an estimate of 
the proportion of Alberta high school graduates who do not continue with 
education at a post-secondary institution and to discover the reasons 
for, and the various personal, family, and school factors related to, 
this decision. An attempt was made to probe rather deeply into the role 
of economics in the decision on the part of a qualified individual not to 
continue his education. In order that this particular group might be 
viewed in proper perspective, two reference groups with which the non- 
continuing graduates could be compared were also included in the study. 
These reference groups consisted of individuals who continued their 
education at the post-secondary level immediately following high school 
graduation and those who continued only after staying out of school for 
some time. 
9, Sub-Problems Investigated by the Study 

a. What are the occupations entered by those high school 
graduates who do not continue with education at the post-secondary level? 

b. Which post-secondary institutions are attended by those 
individuals who either continue their education at the post-secondary 
level immediately following graduation or continue only after an initial 
delay? 


C. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


That a considerable number of qualified individuals are not 
continuing their education upon completion of high school is well 


substantiated by research - to which reference will be subsequently made. 
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Why should the failure of youth to go on to post-secondary 
school be a cause for concern? Why should it be considered important 
that the number of young people deciding not to continue their education 
after secondary school be determined and why should the reasons for, 
and the factors related to, such a decision be objects of investigation? 

These questions can perhaps be most adequately answered in 
terms of the widely held assumption that education in general, and post- 
secondary education in particular, are beneficial both to the individual 
and to society. 

Education has traditionally been considered important to the 
development and improvement of society. In support of this proposition, 
Sanders and Barth (1968) suggest that, 'The belief, widespread and largely 
intuitive, that education somehow contributes to the improvement of society 
has been long held (p. 213)." 

Referring specifically to the necessity of having every 
individual develop to his fullest potential, Hollinshead (1952) writes: 

- we can safely say that there is a real loss to society 
when an individual operates on a level lower than his capacity. 

. . « We are concerned when a potential engineer becomes a 

radio repairman or when a potential school teacher becomes 

a waitress. (p. 73) 

The view that education is important to the welfare of the 
individual also finds widespread support. Rather than focusing upon 
the benefits of post-secondary education to the individual, researchers 
have typically described the disadvantages of not pursuing higher 
education. Concerning the unfortunate consequences of the failure of 
Canadian youth to develop, to the fullest, their educational potential, 
Fleming (1957) says: 


Many of them have failed to seek out and fit into the life 
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work for which they are best suited and in which they could 

make their highest contribution to the national culture and 

material development. (p. iii) 

Although he is referring to dropouts from Saskatchewan high 
schools, the following warning by Whiteley (1967) about the drawbacks 
of early entry into employment applies as well to those who elect not 
to continue their education after high school graduation. Whiteley 


cautions: 


Though many young people find immediate financial reward by 

severing their ties with school life and entering the labour 

market, such rewards have definite limitations. (p. 14) 

The limitations, in Whiteley's view, are imposed upon the 
individual by the nature of the societal occupational structure which 
is demanding of its prospective members increasingly higher levels of 
education and training. 

Venn (1964) dramatically describes the fate of the "under- 
employed" individual who is afforded no satisfying outlet for his 
abilities and little chance to meet his "considered aspirations." He 
writes: 

The high school dropout may find a job washing dishes or 

parking cars; if he has graduated from high school or attended 

college awhile, he may clerk in a store or become a route sales- 

man. He becomes frustrated; initiation for him has become a 

personal defeat. Chances are he will soon quit his job and 

seek another. (p. 13) 

Finally, Bertram (1968), approaching the problem from a more 
positive viewpoint, claims that, in addition to "measured income 
benefits", there are at least three other advantages in pursuing higher 
education. These have to do with the broader range of opportunities 


afforded an individual with relatively more education and the extent 


to which he is able to cope with a rapidly changing technological order. 
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He writes: 


Further years of schooling provide what has been termed a 

"financial option’ return, or the value of the opportunity 

to obtain still further education. Two other benefits that 

appear to be important are non-monetary ‘opportunity options' 

involving wider individual employment choices made available 
by education, and opportunities for 'hedging' against the 

vicissitudes of technological change. (p. 125) 

This research, then, was undertaken on the assumption that 
the pursuit of post-secondary education is advantageous both to the 
individual and to society. It was felt that the study would be 
significant if it provided an estimate of the proportion of qualified 
high school graduates not continuing their education and, furthermore, 
if it gave some insight into why such graduates do not continue. Such 
knowledge could possibly provide a basis for action aimed at increasing 
the number of young people reaping the benefits of post-secondary 
education. 

D. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Noncontinuing Graduate, in this study, is a June, 1967 Alberta high 
school graduate who did not attend a post-secondary institution in the 
fall of 1967 on a full time basis and who, at the time that the data 
were collected (i.e. winter, 1969), still was not in full time attendance 
at such an institution. 
Interrupting Graduate, in this study, is a June, 1967 Alberta high school 
graduate who stayed out of school for some time before continuing at a 
post-secondary institution on a full time basis. Of the 58 members of 
this group from whom questionnaires were received, 4 continued in 


January of 1968, 1 continued in February of 1968, 1 continued in April 


of 1968, 3 continued in the summer of 1968, 46 continued in the fall of 
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1968, and 3 continued in the fall of 1969. The vast majority of this 
group, therefore, had been out of school for at least one full year. 
Continuing Graduate, in this study, is a June, 1967 Alberta high school 
graduate who continued his education at a post-secondary institution 

in the fall of 1967 on a full time basis. Also included in this group 
are those individuals who went into an apprenticeship program and those 
who entered a school of nursing. 

Graduate in "Other'' Category, in this study, is a June, 1967 Alberta 
high school graduate who did not fall into any of the three previous 
categories. Among the 55 individuals in this group are those who re- 
turned to high school to secure matriculation but gave no indication of 
plans to continue at a post-secondary institution, those who returned 
to high school to secure matriculation before continuing, those who 
continued at but dropped out of a post-secondary institution, those who 
attended bible schools, and those who went into the Canadian Army or 
joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Also falling into this category 
were a girl who became a student actress and another girl who became a 
translator in Vienna, Austria. 

Home Location. In this study, students' home locations were classified 
according to a list compiled by the Alberta Department of Municipal 
Affairs. The three classifications used were large city (Edmonton or 
Calgary), small city or town, and rural. 

Designated Sample is the total and essentially representative sample of 
1011 graduates pulled from the "1967 Diploma List" compiled by the 
Alberta Provincial Department of Education. This sample was 
undifferentiated in terms of students' post-graduation activities. 


Analyzed Sample consists of those 320 individuals whose questionnaires 
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were used in the analyses carried out in this study. The students in this 


sample either continued, interrupted, or did not continue their education. 
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CHAPTER II 


REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH 


While all the research to be presented deals essentially with 
the reasons for the failure of certain youth to pursue post-secondary 
education and the dimensions along which these individuals differ from 
continuing students, some notable inconsistencies exist among the 
various studies in terms of the localities in which they were conducted, 
the time at which they were carried out, the specific objectives that 
they hoped to reach, the size and composition of the samples used, and 
the methods used to obtain results. 

Although there is a definite lack of consistency in terms of 
the above characteristics, the available research, when synthesized, 
provides a basis for understanding more fully the reasons for, and the 
factors associated with, students' post-high school plans. 

A substantial amount of the research to be reported was conducted 
in the United States. However, when it is kept in mind that the 
similarities in the plans and aspirations of youth in Canada and the 
United States probably outweigh the differences, it is not unreasonable 
to suspect that the American findings have relevance to and implications 


for the Canadian setting. 


A. STATISTICS INDICATING THE MAGNITUDE OF NONCONTINUANCE 


Canadian Statistics 
Fleming (1957), in the context of the "Atkinson Study of 


Utilization of Student Resources", investigated the plans of 9,404 
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Grade 13 students registered in Ontario public and private schools in 
1955-56 and found that just over half (52%) had plans to attend 
university. Almost two thirds of the boys and one third of the girls 
planned to attend. Of those who planned to go on to university, only 
65% actually went,as compared with 24% of those who were uncertain. 
Fleming explains that, "Other education claimed about 66% of those who 
planned to but did not go to university, about 55% of those who were 
uncertain and did not go, and about 70% of those who neither planned to 
go nor went. The rest went into employment (p. 26)." 

Siemens and Jackson (1965) surveyed the destinations of a 
sample of 640 Grade 12 students drawn from two Manitoba rural areas and 
two large suburban collegiates in Metropolitan Winnipeg. In the total 
sample, 40% of the students took training beyond high school - 22% in 
university and 18% in a variety of non-university courses. It was 
discovered that of the 84% who had indicated plans for taking a course 
beyond high school only 48% fulfilled their plans. Of the girls, 56% 
carried through with their plans to continue,as compared with 41% of 
the boys. 

Fair (1966) investigated the post-graduation plans of Grades 11 
and 12 students who were enrolled in Alberta high schools in 1965. It 
was found that 72% of the total of 9,283 boys and 68% of a total of 
8,563 girls planned to pursue some type of formal education or training 
beyond high school. On the other hand, Fair reports that, "Some 13% 
of males and females combined, or approximately one student in eight, 
planned to get a job after completing Grade 12 (p. 5)." 

A national sample of 150,000 students from 375 schools was 


studied by Breton and McDonald (1967). It was found that about one 
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third of the pupils in Canadian high schools thought that they would 
certainly continue their education after high school. An additional 
20.6% indicated that they probably would do so. Slightly less than a 
tenth of the total sample (9.5%) thought that they would either 
definitely or probably not go on to any kind of post-secondary school. 
American Statistics 

Students ranking in the upper ten per cent of the 1955 Indiana 
graduating classes were studied by Wright and Jung (1959). Of the 
3,479 highly capable youths included in the research, 71% continued 
their education after high school graduation. By the start of the 
second year following graduation, only an additional two per cent had 
gone on. 

Little (1959) found that 45% of the total number of students 
graduating from Wisconsin high schools in 1957 planned to continue with 
some program of post-secondary education. Thirty per cent were intending 
to go to a degree granting college. Individuals of high ability, that is, 
students in the upper 25% of their classes in both scholastic aptitude 
and rank in graduating class and those judged to have unusually high 
potential in some field or activity, were given special attention by 
Little. Slightly less than 15% of the total group of high calibre 
students failed to go into some kind of further education. 

Berdie and Hood (1965) investigated the post-high school plans 
of 44,756 seniors who were attending Minnesota high schools in 1961. 
About one quarter of these students indicated plans to enter employment 
after high school graduation. The number of people seeking jobs after 
graduation was "considerably smaller" than was the case in 1950 when 


Berdie conducted a similar survey. Of the “high ability students", that 
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is, the top 17% on the basis of the Minnesota Scholastic Aptitude Test, 
only 8% planned to enter employment, as compared with 18% in 1950. A 
considerable number of individuals in the total job seeking sample 
indicated that they planned to attend college at some future time. Of 


the boys, 79% had this intention, as compared with only 40% of the girls. 


B. RESEARCH RELATIVE TO THE REASONS FOR NOT 


ATTENDING POST-SECONDARY SCHOOL 


Canadian Research 

Part of the Fleming study (1957) previously mentioned 
concerned itself with finding the reasons why certain Ontario high 
school graduates were not planning to attend university. The reason 
most often given was "Other plans for further education", which was 
stated as the primary reason by 60% of the students - more of whom 
were girls than boys. "Lack of money'' was the second most frequent 
reason given. It was stated as the main reason by approximately 10% 
of students and it influenced the decisions of boys a great deal more 
than was the case with girls. "Other reasons" given as the main reason 
for not planning to attend university also influenced the boys much 
more than the girls. These reasons, in order of importance, were, ''Lack 
of interest", "Studying too difficult", and "Attractive employment 
opportunity", given as the primary reasons for not going to university 
by 8%, 5%, and 2% of the entire group. 

Pipher (1962), in Report Number 8 of the Atkinson Study of 
Utilization of Student Resources, followed up 966 Ontario high school 
graduates who did not attend university but who in high school had 


either wanted to attend or were uncertain about attending. The main 
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12 
reasons given by the total group for not entering university were, 
"Other field of education presented stronger appeal (44%)", "Personal 
financial reasons (21%)", "Failed to obtain requirements for course 
desired (18%)", "Attractive opportunity for employment (5%)', "Marriage 
plans (3%)'"', and "Family obligations due to economic or health reasons 
(3%) Ts 

Breton and McDonald (1967), rather than probing directly for 
the reasons for not continuing with education after high school, attempted 
to determine the factors that could change the decision made by students 
not to continue. It was found that 68.5% of the students who did not 
intend to pursue post-secondary education indicated that something might 
change their intention. By far the most frequently stated factor that 
might change a student's mind in favor of post-high school education 
was "The need for more education in order to get ahead vocationally", 
given by 36.4% of the students. The factors next most often stated 
were, "If I could get enough money to continue (11.7%)"and "If my parents 
insist I continue (7.9%)". Breton and McDonald gave the Alberta statistics 
which correspond to the above national figures. "If I need more 
education", "If I could get enough money", and "If my parents insist" 
were factors indicated by 36%, 9.6%, and 5.3% of Alberta students. 
American Research 

To determine the chief reasons for failure to attend college, 
Barber (1951) investigated a sample of 183 Erie, Pennsylvania non- 
continuing high school graduates who, on the basis of their tested 
ability, should have graduated in the upper third of their classes. In 
order of importance, the reasons and the percentages of the total 


sample indicating them as "chief" reasons were, "Lack of finances (34%)", 
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13 
"Lack of academic interest (20%)", "Preference for work experience 
(13%)", and "Lack of serious purpose (12%)". Barber qualifies these 
figures by pointing out that motivational factors, when taken together, 
tended to outweigh the financial factors. 

Wright and Jung (1959) had as one of their main objectives 
the delineation of the reasons why 875 top ranking Indiana high school 
graduates failed to pursue post-secondary education. The following 
reasons for not continuing are based upon the judgements of one 
interviewer and three readers. It was agreed that the most important 
main reason for boys' failure to go on was that ''The boys thought of 
high school as being the terminal point in their education, or because 
they desired to earn money, or because they had some competing interest." 
This multiple reason was found in 33.7% of the cases. Other reasons, 
in order of importance, given for the boys' failure to go on were, "Lack 
of finances for further education (23.9%)", “Indifference (20.6%)", 
"Marriage (8.1%)",""Being needed at home (5.1%)";, and '"'Parental opposition 
or indifference (4.9%)". While essentially the same reasons for not 
continuing were given by the girls, the ranking, by greatest frequency 
of mention, of these reasons was not the same. In order of importance, 
the reasons given by girls were, "Marriage (30%)", "Finances (17.6Z)", 
"Terminal, to earn, or competing interest (13.3%)", "Parental 
opposition or indifference (6.5%)", and "Needed at home a ee eh 
the total group it was judged that the main reasons for not continuing 
after high school graduation were, in order of importance, "marriage", 
"indifference", "financial", and "terminal, to earn, or competing 
interest". 


Stroup and Andrew (1959) carried out a study to investigate 
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factors related to the "educational discontinuance" of Arkansas college 
ability high school seniors. They found that students who were not 
planning to attend college marked ''To be independent" and "To start 
making money quickly" as reasons for their decision more frequently 
than did students who planned to go on to college. 

On the basis of pertinent national statistics and specific 
studies carried out in individual states, Bridgeman (1960) concluded 
that the problem of finances seems to be the "largest single reason" 
for the failure of high mental ability students to enter college. 
Bridgeman observed that, "Lack of interest in further study, among the 
boys, and lack of interest - or early marriage - among the girls, 
appear to be next in importance (p. 31)." 

Berdie and Hood (1965) eudueed specifically on those 1961 
Minnesota high school seniors who were planning to enter employment 
following graduation to determine the reasons for their decision. The 
reason most frequently offered for planning to work was that "It 
enabled them to start making money quickly." One third of the 
metropolitan, 40% of the non-farm, and 45% of the farm students indicated 
this reason. The next two most important reasons for planning on a 
job were "Desire to be independent", indicated by more than a third of 
the girls and one quarter of the boys, and "Preparation for a vocation", 
indicated by 23% of the boys and 18% of the girls. 

While it may be useful to know the reasons given by high 
school graduates for not continuing their education at university or 
some other post-secondary institution, the opinion that caution must 
be taken in the interpretation of reported reasons is widely held. 


Fleming (1957) explains why it is difficult to know in any precise 


i “a rd 
syeiios erenaaat. 10 + potas aac alae “and ree 
200 Stew ecw sigebote sails bare yedl .esaloee foorina. tate ys tleda 
vente vi" bow “sesornqebni sa of"! ‘batiagm ogeltos Breda ot ontanedg 
witgmepst? syse avtatosh sheds 103 uaoemeT 8 » yytdorkap yacom ‘yethstigit 








sgeites, ot ao oR 93 tegaata ot exhabute bb seas 
s¥hiseqs bre estralzese Lacotsan Josnsazeq 36 atend sid a0 
babulonon (00CL) asmegbixa ,cssste laubivibal at vo  betare asthuia - 
“egenos elgtie tecgisl” sdz ed 03 dnteoe agoaeodl? to mepderq sas Jans 
segailoo astws of esnobuse yotiids issnem figid 4o Saul Yet oA3 +o 
ei? gaorn ,ybute reritiwi mt teeternt is tons" snd bavisedo mamogb isk 
galziy ad? yncune - eghivram yixes 10 - JesTsinido, dost hae yayed 
" €£8 .@yY sonestogmt ol txeh od OF ageqge 
Pat seed) as viieotiiosqe beaudot (280i) bool baa alh756 
taanyolqus seane od gatansf9 etew ofw exotnse Looldos tgid esceeante 
ef? ,fobetosh ties mi envdest sft siteredab ot aoiteubetg onlwollod 


Al 


st” gadis eaw #10" 02 'gotanele 10) bsteite vlinsepei1) Jaom Regem 


642 Re buid? an "“.yldolup yonta smideg ttata of mead beldene 
beieatial etnabu2e mie? sia to Aco bre ,orvet-non a2 to S00 pnetilegow 


piporpgeingalg toi encesex aestogqm’ Jaom ows deer orilT nceaex eid 


_ $0 baid? a aeds stom vd bsteoibn: : debmerebees éd O2 oxieott" sisw dot a 

* — & tot #ekssxegexT" bas .e¢od ais jo isoreup ano bo8 eee es 

us a yes eaten as 20 be egos fs Se AER WED i 
— | | a _ 


erid wor: ee Ni yer pee 






' 


see notte oan -* eae : 


iS 


manner the meaning of reasons given for noncontinuance. He writes: 

It would of course be erroneous to interpret the responses 

to the questions as indicating the exact reasons why the 

students in question did not plan to go to university. Even 
taking for granted complete honesty and seriousness of 

purpose on the part of the students, we can hope for no more 
than what they thought were the reasons, making considerable 
allowance for differences in interpretation of terms and for 

lack of insight. (p. 29) 

Considering the difficulties inherent in the reliable 
interpretation of reported reasons, it seems desirable to investigate 
the relatively more objective factors that may serve to enhance a more 
complete understanding of students who continue and do not continue 


their education after high school graduation. It is such variables 


that will be reviewed next. 


C. FACTORS RELATED TO STUDENTS' POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANS 


1. Personal Factors 

Age 

Fleming (1957) found considerable consistency in the average 
ages of Ontario students falling into three post-high school 
destination groups. Students who went to university, into other 
education, and into employment averaged 18.1, 18.0, and 18.5 years of 
age respectively. The girls were "considerably" younger than the boys 
in all three groups and the younger students displayed a much weaker 
tendency to go into employment than the older ones. 

Wright and Jung (1959) found that the vast majority (952) 
of their sample of noncontinuing students were either seventeen or 
eighteen, the age expected of students from a twelve year school with 
a starting age of six. The boys tended to be somewhat older than the 


girls. 
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It was concluded by Berdie and Hood (1965) that, on the 
whole, there were no significant age differences in their sample 
between pupils planning to continue their education following 
graduation and those intending to enter employment. 

Sex 

Fleming (1957) discovered that roughly two female Ontario 
high school graduates went to university for every five males. However, 
more than twice as many boys as girls went into employment since 
almost 50% more girls than boys went into some form of non-university 
post-secondary program, 

From a study of national and state statistics, Bridgeman 
(1960) concluded that between 75 and 80 percent of male high school 
graduates in the upper thirty per cent ability level enter college, as 
contrasted with only 55% of the female graduates in the same ability 
range. 

Henry (1965), in an attempt to discover the relative importance 
of certain factors suspected to be related to college attendance, 
studied a sample of 868 "able" Missouri high school graduates. The 
"able" group was subdivided into groups of medium and high ability. 
Fewer females than males went to college in both ability groups. In 
fact, Henry points out: 

Nearly all of the high ability males attended college and 

the percentages of medium ability males who attended college 


were almost equal to the percentage of high ability females 
who attended college. (p. 777) 


Marriage 
While marriage was judged to be the reason of first or second 
importance for the decision of 46.4% of the girls in the Wright and 


Jung study (1959) not to continue their education after high school 
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7 
graduation, such was the case for only 13% of the boys. It was 
suspected that marriage significantly influenced the decision of close 
to half of the girls not to continue with their schooling. For boys, 
on the other hand, marriage was considered a real reason in just 10% 
of the cases. Wright and Jung conclude: 

There is no doubt that marriage is a factor to be considered 

in the failure of youths to continue their education beyond 

the high school and that it is a factor which affects about 

twice as many girls as boys. (p. 33) 

Berdie and Hood (1965) report that in their group of 
Minnesota graduates more students seeking jobs than other students 
indicated that marriage or "the early prospect of marriage" had affected 
their post-high school plans. Twenty-five per cent of the girls and 
ten per cent of the boys planning to enter employment indicated that 
marriage had affected their plans. The writers point out, however, 
that almost as many individuals entering trade or business school 
indicated that marriage had affected their decision. They conclude 
that the truly significant difference with regard to the marriage 
factor was between those who intended to go to college and those who 
planned to enter employment. 

Ability and Achievement 

A number of studies lend strong support to the hypothesis 
that both a student's ability and his achievement play important roles 
in determining whether or not he pursues post-secondary education. 

Fleming (1957) observed that, in general, Ontario high 
school graduates destined for university had the highest averages, 
followed in descending order by those going into some other form of 


post-secondary education and those entering employment. 
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Siemens and Jackson (1965) found a highly significant 
relationship between average high school marks and the fulfillment of 
educational plans in Manitoba. As an individual's average mark 
increased there was a marked tendency for that individual to carry 
through with his plans for further education. The same relationship 
was found to exist between intelligence and plan fulfillment, with 
the exception that the relationship did not hold up for those with a 
very high I1.Q. 

Henry (1965) observed that the proportion of high ability 
Missouri graduates who went to college was considerably greater than 
the proportion of medium ability graduates who went. This relationship 
was found within the sex groups and the total group. 

In reference to the intellectual characteristics of his 
sample of Wisconsin graduates, Little (1959) points out that the 
students intending to go to college were mainly graduates who were, 
either in terms of scholastic aptitude or achievement, in the top 30% 
of their classes. 

Berdie and Hood (1965) report that graduates planning on some 
form of education beyond high school scored relatively higher on the 
average on the Minnesota Scholastic Aptitude Test than did students 
planning to enter employment. A similar relationship was found between 
high school rank and post-high school destination. 

Finally, Stice, Mollenkopf, and Torgerson (1956) investigated 
the factors influencing the college plans of a sample of students 
judged to be representative of all students in the United States and 
found that scores on their aptitude test were very highly related to 


college going plans. They conclude: 
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Not only do a larger proportion of the high scoring group 
of students expect to go to college than is the case for 
the entire population, but also within the high scoring 
group both the total proportion with college interest 

and the proportion expecting to go to college immediately 
increases sharply as the test score goes up. (p. 47) 


Motivation to Continue 
In the sample of noncontinuing students studied by Wright 


and Jung (1959), over half the group (54.7%) indicated that they did 


not really desire to pursue post-secondary education. Of these students 


the writers say, 'The majority of them simply did not want to continue, 


an attitude that was probably the result of a number of reasons (p. 36)." 


Little (1959) found a striking difference in motivation to 
continue among the "top-ranked" Wisconsin high school seniors that he 
studied. He observed that there were significant differences between 
students who were planning to enter college and those who were not in 
that the college planners had a stronger desire to enter college and 
were willing to make greater sacrifices to do so. For example, 67% 
of the continuing males indicated that they would borrow to be able 
to attend college,as compared with only 33% of those not planning to 
attend college. 

Finally, Kahl (1953) studied a small sample of 24 boys from 


working class homes "to explore the social influences that help to 


account for differences in... motivation to goonto college (p. 186)." 


It was concluded that only those lower class youngsters who had 
"internalized" from their parents the middle class valuing of education 
were sufficiently determined to overcome the obstacles, both social 


and economic, in the way to a college education. 
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2. Family Related Factors 

Parental Attitude 

The attitude of parents toward the importance of higher 
education seems to play an important role in determining whether or 
not an individual will attend post-secondary school. 

Canadian Research 

It was found in the Fleming study (1957) that parental 
attitudes were highly related to the post-high school plans of Ontario 
graduates. Eighty-four per cent of the students planning on university 
indicated that their parents were strongly in favor of their going on 
and 98% claimed that their parents were either strongly or moderately 
in favor of their continuing. These percentages were much higher than 
those for students not planning to enter university. Only 18% of these 
students said that their parents were strongly in favor of their going 
on and 61% indicated their parents were either strongly or moderately 
in favor. 

In his sample of Manitoba high school students, Siemens (1965) 
alsofound asignificant relationship between the strength of parental 
encouragement and pupils' educational aspirations. 

In the Fair study (1966), 75% of the boys and 65% of the girls 
indicated that they had received either "strong encouragement" or 
"some encouragement" from their fathers to continue their education 
beyond high school. Furthermore, 86% of the boys and 80% of the girls 
said that they had received either "strong encouragement" or "some 
encouragement" from their mothers. On the basis of these statistics, 
Fair concluded: 


. « »« parents today are very much aware of the need for 
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post-high school education for their children and are seeking 

to encourage them to embark on such educational programs. 

(p. 12) 

Over half of the national sample of high school students 
studied by Breton and McDonald (1967) said that their parents wished 
them to continue their education after high school graduation either 
on a full-time (55.3%) or a part-time basis (7.6%). Slightly less 
than one third of the students claimed not to know their parents' 
feelings about the matter and 4.8% indicated that their parents did 
not want them to go on at all. 

American Research 

In the Indiana study (1959) the four readers judged that 
"Parental opposition or indifference" was the true cause (first or 
second choice of reasons) for the failure of 16.4% of the girls and 
2.3% of the boys to continue with education following high school. 
Twenty-four per cent of the noncontinuing girls and 15.3% of the boys 
said that their parents' attitude toward further education was 
unfavorable. Regarding parental attitude toward higher education, 
Wright and Jung conclude: 

The attitude of parents regarding a college education for 

their children is, and no doubt should be, a major influence 

in the decision of these youths to continue or not to 

continue with their education. (p. 34) 

In the total sample of high school seniors investigated by 
Berdie and Hood (1965), a considerably larger number of students 
planning on jobs as opposed to some form of further education said 
that their parents were indifferent about college attendance. More 


boys than girls indicated that their parents wanted them to continue. 


In terms of the high ability students, 80% reported that their 
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parents wished them to enter college and 15% reported that their 
parents insisted they continue. Only about half of the high ability 
job seekers, on the other hand, said that their parents wished them 
to continue. These findings support the conclusion drawn by Berdie 
in 1954 that, "Attitudes of parents are very important in determining 
whether or not children attend college (p. 19)." 

In the total sample of Wisconsin graduates studied by Little 
(1959) it was judged that close to twice as many college-going 
graduates as students not continuing their education reported that 
their parents wanted them to go on. Approximately 90% of the parents 
of high ability graduates wanted their offspring to continue their 
education after high school graduation. Little emphasizes that, 
"Discouragement and indifference by parents .. . was disregarded by 
few graduates (p. 125)." 

Cliff and Ekstrom (1962) stress the strong influence of the 
family in determining whether or not an individual pursues higher 
education. Concerning the decision to enter college, they write: 

. » » it is better considered as something that becomes 

part of the habits of thought of the family, so that the 

decision to send a student to college is rarely reversed 


in the last year or two of high school except by family 
financial disaster. (p. 10) 


Occupational Level of Parents 

That parental occupational level is highly related to plans 
for education is consistently borne out in research. 

Canadian Research 

Among the Ontario Grade 13 students studied by Fleming 
(1957), those who attended university displayed a tendency to have 


fathers in the highest occupational levels while those who took jobs 





‘ 
AS, 


rkedt Isdt besioqe1 wer bes sgoiloo rsjs9 of moc bsiietw einetsq s 
Yotilde tigth #d3 Yo Bisd adods yin .suntanos ysds bosatent eiaetBg 
mens betietw atmeteq thodd taeda bine ,bned tedto sit no .e1si9se dot 
ethred yd owerbh sobaulomoo sit Jyoqque egotbrtt geeiT ,euntinoo of 
grinimseseb at jositoqmi yaov exe einersq Jo esbusiasA" ,36ds dcWl at 
".(@f .q) sgsfiloo bastss asxbiido jon ro 1adieiiw 

elo3it yd betbuge sesaubstg mtenosaiW to slqmsa Is303 sd3 al 
antop-sgal foo a es solwi o7 seols sends bssbut eaw at (eel) 
jed3 besioqer notssowhs xtlets gotuntinos ton sinsabuse es estsubs7g 
sinetsq siz 20 KOC ylesemixoiggA .o6 og o3 medi betnaw ernoisq tthed3 
1tsdi aumbinoo o3 entzgatio xtsdt betrew esssubatg yitfids gtd to 
,t8da aostesdgqms sl3aagit .aobtsubsry Loose dAgtr 19335 aotssoubs 
vd bebragexetb esw . . . aim@ateq yd sometstitbat bas tnemexesvosetd" 
".(2Si .¢) estaubexg wai 

eds io someufinat gnotde ofa eastie (SACL) mortead boa t2ilo 
teigitt esesivg Ieubivibot oe tom to serlsedw gatatorsish at yltmt 
tesiaw yads ,egsilas teine of moteiosb sf3 gntiriess100 .nobssaubs 

semooed jed> gnuinzemor as beishtamon zstted at tt... 

ed3 sad3 oe ,.vitms? si to trgwons 36 ettded ads to 315q 


beeisvst yietes et sgslloo of josbute & base o1 noletosh 
ite? yd sqeoxs Lousice dghd 26 owd Ip zsey Jes! os .at 


- (OL .q) ae fslonsat? 7 





23 
after graduation tended to have fathers on the lower end of the 
occupational scale. About half of those who went to university 
indicated that their fathers fell into the professional - managerial - 
executive category. Only about a third of the "Other education group" 
and a fourth of the employment group had fathers working at this 
level. Only a small proportion (3%) of the university goers had 
fathers at the unskilled-manual labor level. The writer points out 
that, "The highest proportion going into employment were from the 
families of plumbers, guards, watchmen, caretakers, and farmers 
(p. 22)." Fleming did not find a significant relationship between 
the mother's occupational status and student destination. 

Scott and Lussier (1963) studied almost all the pupils in 
Grades nine to thirteen in Hastings County, Ontario and found a 
significant relationship between the father's occupation and the 
educational plans of students. The writers conclude that, "Generally 
the students of parents with occupations having higher income plan 
on receiving more schooling (p. 42)." 

It was found by Siemens (1965) that both the educational 
and occupational aspiration levels of his sample of Manitoba high 
school students were significantly related to the father's occupational 
status. 

American Research 

Over 90% of the national sample of high school seniors in 
the Stice, Mollenkopf, and Torgerson study (1956) who "expressed an 
interest in college" had fathers in professional occupations and 
virtually all of these individuals expected eventually to enter 


college. 
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Little (1959) found that while two thirds of the students 
who had fathers in the professional or executive category planned to 
go to college, only 18% of the students from farms intended to do so. 
In terms of students ranked in the top quarter, however, it was 
found that the majority intended to go to college regardless of 
parental occupation. 

After surveying a number of researches, Bridgeman (1960) 
concluded that college entrants, in general, are children "whose 
fathers are in professional or mea eenene work as compared with 
other occupations (p. 44)," 

Henry (1965) found that both the father's and the mother's 
occupational level were significantly related to the college-going 
behavior of Missouri high school graduates. 

Berdie and Hood (1965) observed that only two per cent of 
the non-farm students planning to enter employment following 
graduation had fathers in professional lines of work. Like Fleming 
(1957), these researchers found that, "Students seeking employment 
were more likely to come from homes where the fathers held a lower 
level of job such as a skilled tradesman or laborer (p. 127)." The 
relationship between the father's occupational level and student 
destination also held up for the high ability pupils. Of the non- 
farm college planning students one fifth had fathers who were 
professionals, as compared with only 4% of those planning to enter 
employment. 

Education of Parents 

The level of education reached by parents, particularly the 


father, appears also to be an important determinant of students' 
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post-high school plans. 

Canadian Research 

Fleming (1957) reports that for his group of Ontario high 
school graduates the more education that parents had the greater the 
chance that their children would attend university and the smaller 
the likelihood of their going into employment. If a student's 
father had gone to high school, he had a 40 per cent better chance 
of attending university than one whose father had not gone. More- 
over, if a student's father had attended university his chances of 
attending himself were two or three times as good as the student 
whose father had not attended. Fleming points out that while the 
mother's educational level paralleled that of the father, "It would 
be difficult to say which parent exerted the stronger influence; in 
most cases it may be assumed that the two influences were combined (p. 22)." 

The educational achievement of both the father and the mother 
in the Siemens study (1965) were found to be significantly related to 
the educational aspirations of students. In general, the higher the 
educational level reached by the parents the higher the level to which 
a student aspired. 

American Research 

In the Wright and Jung study (1959), 37.2% of the fathers of 
noncontinuing high ranking students had finished Grade twelve, while 
32.2% had Grade eight or less. The corresponding percentages for the 
students' mothers were 44.2% and 26.0% respectively. Only in eight 
per cent of the cases had either of the parents finished a grade beyond 


Grade twelve. The writers conclude: 
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It would appear that if the high school is to provide 

maximum guidance for the more capable youths, it must 

be taken into consideration that a large majority of the 

parents of youths who did not continue in school have had 

no first hand experiences in further education. (p. 55) 

Little (1959) also discovered that, "The college-going 
(Wisconsin) graduates strikingly differed from the graduates who 
were not continuing in the level of education of their parents 
(p. 125)." Among the noncontinuing students, fewer than half of the 
total number of parents had graduated from high school, over a third 
had never gone to high school, less than one quarter of them had gone 
to college, and one tenth had graduated from college. Among those 
planning to attend college, in rather sharp contrast to the above 
proportions, over two thirds (70%) had parents who were high school 
graduates, almost a third (30%) of the parents had attended college, 
and a fifth (20%) of them had college degrees. Little reports that, 
"The increase (in the proportion attending college) with level of 
education prevailed among children of all levels of aptitude and 
achievement (p. 125)." 

In terms of the total sample of job seeking Minnesota seniors 
studied by Berdie and Hood (1965), the median level of education 
reached by the fathers of students from the metropolitan areas was 
"Some high school" while the median of fathers of students from the 
non-farm and farm groups was a Grade eight education. Those planning 
to enter employment following graduation had, in general, fathers with 
no more than Grade eight. The educational level of the mother was 
also consistently lower in all three residence categories for the job 
seekers than it was for those with plans for further education. 


Among the high ability students, the likelihood that they would attend 
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college was four times as great if their parents had graduated from 
college. 

Other researchers have also found the educational level of 
parents to be highly related to the post-high school activities of 
graduates. (Phearman, 1949; Stice, Mollenkopf, and Torgerson, 1956; 
Stroup and Andrew, 1959; Bridgeman, 1960; Henry, 1965). 

Education of Siblings 

Fleming (1957) found that while 22% of those Ontario graduates 
who attended university had one or more siblings who had attended, 
only 14% of the "Other education group" and 12% of the ''Employment" 
group had brothers or sisters with university experience. The writers 
conclude that, "There are strong indications that attending university 
is in the nature of a family habit (p. 23)." 

About half of the noncontinuing students in the Wright and 
Jung (1959) Indiana sample indicated that some of their "close relatives" 
had gone to college and that in about 20% of the cases a sibling had 
attended. 

Parental Membership in Community Organizations 

Stroup and Andrew (1959) found that among college ability 
Arkansas seniors there was a significant relationship between the 
number and kinds of organizations to which parents belonged and 
college attendance. 

Two thirds of the noncontinuing students studied by Wright 
and Jung (1959) indicated that to the best of their knowledge their 
parents did not participate in any community organizations. 

Berdie and Hood (1965) found that the parents of students 


planning on jobs following graduation did not participate as much in 
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various organizations as did parents of students planning to continue 
their education. 

Rural-Urban Differences 

On the basis of related research, it is apparent that the 
rural-urban distinction is useful in terms of describing differences 
between students who continue and students who do not continue their 
education. 

Fleming (1957) found that graduates from relatively larger 
Ontario cities had a decidedly better chance of going to university 
than did other students. In fact, "In the places outside the 
specified cities, the chances of going to university were generally 
less, and of going into other education or employment generally 
greater (p. 47)." 

Siemens and Driedger (1965) point out that, "Given a farm 
environment, we can expect persons with different motivations, 
aspirations, and abilities than if they lived in the city (p. 37)." 

In the Fair study (1966), it was found that the smaller the 
place of residence the larger was the proportion of males who 
anticipated entering employment following high school graduation. For 
the females, on the other hand, ''Proportionately nearly twice as many 
females from large cities as from farms expected to go directly into 
employment (p. 13)." 

Stroup and Andrew (1959) report that Arkansas graduates 
from cities andtowns enrolled in college in greater proportions than 
did students from rural locations. 

Bridgeman (1960) also discovered that a "significantly 


higher proportion of all high school graduates" who attended college 
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are from urban rather than ruralareas. 


3. School Related Factors 

High School Program 

Stroup and Andrew (1959) found that the factor that seemed to 
be most closely related to Arkansas students' plans for a college 
education and the realization of these plans was "whether or not a 
student had taken a college preparatory program in high school 
Gregan OLS ile 

Close to half (45%) of the male graduates in the Berdie 
and Hood sample (1965) planning to enter employment following gradua- 
tion were enrolled in a general curriculum program, as compared with 
one third of the girls. Over half of the girls (55%) were enrolled 
in a commercial program,as compared with 6% of the boys, and 10% of 
the boys took a college preparatory program,as compared with 7% of the 
girls. Of the job seeking boys, 27% were taking a shop program. 

Satisfaction with High School 

The attitude of a high school graduate toward his high 
school experience seems to play a significant role in helping to 
determine whether or not he pursues higher education. 

Wright and Jung (1959) found that only 28.8% of the boys 
and 38% of the girls in their sample of Indiana noncontinuing 
students were "enthusiastic" about the academic phase of high school 
and only 17% of the boys and 5.3% of the girls reported that they were 
mildly interested in or indifferent to it. 

Among the Arkansas graduates investigated by Stroup and 
Andrew (1959), those who enrolled in college claimed that they 


"really enjoyed high school" in significantly greater numbers than 
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those who did not enter college. 

Concerning a student's opinion of his high school experience, 
Berdie (1954) concludes that, "Satisfaction or dissatisfaction with 
school undeniably plays an important part in determining whether or 
not students remain in school (p. 22)." 

Adequacy of Guidance 

The effect of high school guidance services upon the plans 
of graduates has received wide-spread attention and it is repeatedly 
implicated that a significantly large number of students lack 
adequate guidance as far as their plans and activities following 
high school graduation are concerned. 

With regard to certain potential university students, 
Fleming (1957) writes: 

In spite of the expansion of guidance services during 

recent years, a considerable number of students probably 

neither ask nor receive individual advice on their post- 
high school careers. Many of them must have reasonably 

good prospects of university success. (p. 42) 

More recently, Fair (1966), referring to the situation in 
Alberta has pointed out: 

. . . there are undoubtedly many students who are either 

undecided or unrealistic in their career choices partly 

because of the lack of adequate occupational information 
and because there is little or no opportunity to talk with 

a vocational counselor about his future. (p. 10) 

Forcese and Siemens (1965) studied the relationship 
between "positive teacher encouragement" and the educational and 
occupational aspirations of Manitoba high school students in low, 
medium, and high socio-economic status groups. It was found that 


"positive teacher encouragement" was significantly related to 


higher educational aspiration levels for those in the low and 
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middle socio-economic status groups but not for those in the upper 
socio-economic status group. The writers attempt to explain why 
encouragement did not greatly influence the latter group: 

Probably, then, the high socio-economic status group 

receive sufficient encouragement from other sources, 

notably parents, whereas teacher encouragement is more 

vital to students from lower socio-economic status groups. 

(po: 18) 

Breton and McDonald (1967), in attempting to assess the 
vocational readiness of a national sample of Canadian secondary school 
students, found that only half (50%) of them felt adequately informed 
about job opportunities to make a good career choice. Boys and girls 
shared this feeling in roughly equal proportions. It was found, however, 
that close to three fourthsof the total number of pupils felt that they 
knew their personal abilities and interests adequately enough to make a 
decision concerning their future vocation. Boys and girls also shared 
this feeling in about equal proportions. The researchers discovered that 
on a national basis approximately two thirds (67.2%) of those involved | 
in guidance do not have "formal certification resulting from specialized 
training in guidance." (For Alberta this percentage was 80.6%). Further- 
more, 62.6% of the teachers involved in guidance felt that the guidance 
services in their schools were inadequate. (58.9% of Alberta teaching 
staff involved with guidance shared this opinion). 

The noncontinuing Wisconsin high school graduates in the 
Little study (1959) were apparently not much influenced by teachers and 
counselors. For example, 70% of those not planning to continue their 
education following high school graduation claimed that "teachers had 
no influence upon their plans (p. 126)." 


That the guidance programs in Indiana high schools were 
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somewhat ineffectual in terms of getting high ranking students to 
pursue post-secondary education was shown by Wright and Jung (1959). 
While 90% of the schools had college orientation programs and while 
90% of the noncontinuining boys and 79% of the girls indicated that 

the school had in one way or another "indicated the desirability" 

of continuing with education after high school, these students 

were somehow not much influenced by efforts made to urge them to go on. 

Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities 

The extent to which a student participated in extra-curricular 
activities while in high school appears to be related to post-graduation 
plans. 

In their study of Manitoba secondary students, Forcese and 
Siemens (1965) found that those individuals A the middle and upper 
socio-economic status groups who participated more than did other 
students in extra-curricular activities tended to have relatively higher 
educational and occupational aspirations. This relationship, however, 
was not observed in the low socio-economic status group. 

Stroup and Andrew (1959) report that for Arkansas seniors, 
"Participation in school clubs, organizations, and societies and 
participation in musical organizations and on athletic teams were 
positively related to college attendance (p. 109)." 

About 15% of the total group of noncontinuing high ranking 
students interviewed in the Wright and Jung study (1959) reported that 
they had not taken part "extensively" in extra-curricular activities. 
Close to half of the boys and 26.8% of the girls said that they had 
participated in only one activity or none at all. Wright and Jung 
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It is apparent that the majority of the youths, especially 

boys, of this group did not participate extensively in many of 

the extra-class activities of the school. (p. 17) 

Peer Influence 

That an individual's plans concerning further education are 
significantly influenced by the plans of his friends is well borne out 
by research. 

Fleming (1957) reports that about two thirds of his sample of 
Ontario high school graduates who planned to attend university said that 
all or most of their friends also planned to enter university. On the 
other hand, fewer than half of those who were uncertain about attending 
university and less than one fourth of those who did not plan to go 
claimed that all or most of their friends planned to enter university. 

If all of a student's friends planned to attend university his chances 
of going himself were almost four times as good than if none of his 
friends intended to go. 

Stice, Mollenkopf, and Torgerson (1956) indicate that a student 
who has no interest in college generally tends to have friends who share 
his feeling in this regard. In reference to such a student, the writers 
explain: 

This student is less likely to have considered the problem at 

any length with either parents or school faculty and he has 

less information about possible ways of financing a college 

education. (p. 66) 

Wright and Jung (1959) point out that over one half of their 
group of terminating Indiana graduates said that their close friends had 
not continued their education after high school. Concerning the influence 
of friends upon a student's post-high school plans, the writers conclude 
that, "The peer group with all of its influence did not seem to dominate 


"W 


the students' decision regarding education beyond high school (p. 62)... 
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Little (1959) found the influence of friends to be a "quite 
highly significant" determinant of students' plans. Three quarters of 
those planning to enter employment reported their friends to be planning 
likewise. 

After investigating a number of researches Bridgeman (1960) 
also concluded that students who planned to enter college tended to have 
friends with the same intention. By the same token, those planning on 


entering employment tended to have friends who were also planning on jobs. 


4, The Financial Factor 

While considerable attention has been given to the matter of 
finances in relation to the post-high school plans of students, research 
findings as to the true importance of economics as a determinant of such 
plans remain somewhat obscure and inconclusive. 

To assess the importance of ''the financial barrier to 
university attendance", Fleming (1957) asked those students who were 
uncertain about going to university and those who did not plan to attend 
if they would attend "if a scholarship or bursary large enough to make the 
course financially possible were provided." Of those in the uncertain 
group, two thirds (69% of the boys and 61% of the girls) said "yes". On 
the other hand, only 24% of those who did not plan to attend university 
indicated that they would attend if sufficient financial assistance were 
provided. Concerning those students who indicated a willingness to go on 
if financial aid were made available, Fleming writes: 

If a reasonable proportion of these students had the requisite 

academic and personal qualifications to succeed in university, 

the fact that many were held back for financial reasons is a 


matter of serious concern. (p. 30) 


Fifty two per centof the 735 Ontario high school graduates 
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studied by Pipher (1962) who did not attend university but who in high 
school had either wanted to attend or were uncertain about doing so in- 
dicated that they would have gone on to university if a sizable 
scholarship or bursary had been available to them. 

Siemens and Jackson (1965) were surprised to find that there 
was no significant relationship to be found in their sample of Manitoba 
students between the socio-economic classification of a student's family 
and the realization of his plans for further education. On the basis of 
this finding it is suggested that, ". . . efforts to encourage youth to 
continue their education through programs of financial assistance have 
been a necessary, though clearly not sufficient, approach to the problem 
of keeping youth in school (p. 43)." 

When asked whether the lack of money for further education had 
affected their career choices, only 13% or 1300 of the Alberta students 
in the Fair study (1966) said that it had. The writer concludes: 

The weight of the evidence here is that financial need is not 

all that great an influential factor in the career choices of 

our graduating students. No doubt excellent financial support 
programs developed over the last decade have done much to change 

this picture. (p. 8) 

Stice, Mollenkopf, and Torgerson (1956) asked those high ability 
students not planning to enter college following graduation if they would 
do so if provided with an all expense covering scholarship and found that 
a substantial proportion responded affirmatively. With regard to this 
finding the writers comment: 

. . . the fact that a very large number of able students without 

college plans would be willing to go to college surely indicates 

that many students do not have college plans simply because 

they have never been able to view college as being a reasonable 

prospect. College is not intrinsically undesirable or repellent 


to them - it has seemed to be financially unattainable. (p. 115) 


Stroup and Andrew (1959) reported that a significantly high 
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number of Arkansas graduates in the upper third ability range might have 
gone on to college had financial aid been available. 

Among the terminating students in the Wright and Jung (1959) 
Indiana sample, only three in ten were aware of the existence of 
possible financial assistance for helping students continue their 
education beyond high school. Regarding the lack of awareness concerning 
financial aid to students Wright and Jung conclude: 

. . . even in the largest schools, which are usually located 

in the largest communities, the percentage of students and/or 

parents without knowledge of such assistance leaves much to 

be desired. (p. 27) 

Following his review of a number of American studies, Bridgeman 
(1960) points to the uncertainty concerning the significance of the 
financial factor in a student's decision concerning further education. 
He concludes: 

In summary, it is very difficult to generalize from the 

available evidence with regard to the relative importance 

of economic and other factors in preventing students of upper- 

level ability from entering college. It would appear that 

roughly half such students who did not go would have done 

so if they had had more money. In a considerable number of 

cases, the desire for immediate earnings may have been more 

influential than serious difficulties in financing a college 

education. There is other evidence, however, that half or more 

of the students with first rate ability who can expect very 

limited financial assistance from their parents, do go to 

college immediately. (p. 44) 

Henry (1965) attempted to determine the relationship between 
"family financial power" (i.e. amount of federal income tax paid) and the 
college going plans of students who graduated from Missouri high schools 
in 1962. For all of the students, except the high ability males, the 
chances of attending college went up as family financial power increased. 


High ability males tended to go to college regardless of the financial 


status of their families. Concerning the relationship between ''family 
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financial power" and college going behavior Henry concludes: 

Family financial ability is related to college attendance but 

it would appear that this variable is overrated as a critical 

factor. Family financial power is so interrelated with other 
variables . .. that it cannot be considered in isolation from 

these other variables important for college attendance. (p. 778) 

Berdie and Hood (1965) found significant regional differences 
among the job seeking boys but not the girls in terms of the effect that 
having more money would have on their plans. About one quarter of the 
girls in each of the metropolitan, non-farm, and farm regions indicated 
that they would enroll in college if they had more funds. Among the boys, 
on the other hand, 11% from the metropolitan areas, 38% from the non-farm 
regions, and 29% from farms indicated that more money would alter their 
post-high school plans. In contrast to the above proportions, 45% of the 
female and 50% of the male "high ability" job seeking students said that 
they would go to college if given more money. On the basis of the above 
figures the writers conclude that, "Most of those planning on jobs would 
seek employment regardless of their financial status (p. 132)." When the 
job seekers were asked how much more money they would need to continue 
their education, 50% of the total sample claimed that they would need 
enough to cover all their expenses. Among the "high ability'' group about 
two thirds of the boys and half of the girls made such a claim. 

The following statement made by Berdie in 1954 reflects the 
current state of knowledge regarding the significance of the economic 
factor in relation to educational noncontinuance. He writes: 

. « » ample evidence exists that many students fail to go to 

college because they lack funds, but additional evidence 

suggests that lack of funds in and of itself is not sufficient 
reason for not going to college and that the relationship 

between financial resources and college attendance is not a 


direct one. (p. 18) 


On the basis of available evidence it can be concluded that a 
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considerable number of young people graduating from Canadian and 
American high schools do not continue with education, either at 
university or some other post-secondary institution. Across all of the 
studies reviewed, it seems that the reasons given by students for not 
enrolling in post-secondary school were, in order of importance, a 

lack of interest in further education, financial difficulties, an 
attractive opportunity for employment, a desire for independence, and, 
especially for females, marriage. 

Definite differences appear to exist between noncontinuing 
and continuing high school graduates in terms of certain personal, family, 
and school related factors. Noncontinuing students tend to rank 
relatively lower on measures of ability and achievement and they appear 
to possess little motivation to pursue higher education in comparison to 
their continuing counterparts. 

In terms of family related factors, a high school graduate's 
chances of continuing his education at a post-secondary institution 
are diminished if he has had relatively little parental encouragement to 
continue, if his parents are relatively low on the educational and 
occupational scale, and if he was raised in a rural as opposed to an 
urban area. 

With regard to school related factors, the probability of a 
high school graduate's not continuing at the post-secondary level is 
increased if he did not follow a college preparatory program, if he was 
relatively less satisfied with his high school experience, if he 
participated relatively little in extra-curricular activities, and if 
most of his friends did not continue. Furthermore, the guidance received 


by a student, whether adequate or inadequate, seemed to have considerable 
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influence in determining whether or not a student continued his education 
following graduation. 

Finally, it appears that the economic factor was in many 
instances influential and, in some cases, decisive, in determining 
whether or not an individual attended post-secondary school. At the same 
time, it seems that this factor is so inter-related with other variables 


that its unique contribution to noncontinuation is difficult to establish. 
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CHAPTER III 


RESEARCH DESIGN 


A. SAMPLING AND PROCEDURE 


Since there was no record of what students did following 


graduation in June of 1967, the first and very necessary step in the 


study was to determine what were the various routes taken by students 


after leaving high school. 


Because neither the time nor the resources were available to 


study all Alberta students who graduated in a given year, a sample 


consisting of 1011 individuals (the Designated Sample) was drawn from 


a total of 15,171 names on the "1967 Diploma List" compiled by the 


Department of Education. To obtain the sample, every fifteenth name 


was selected from this alphabetized list. It was believed that a sample 


drawn in this manner would be essentially representative of the total 


number of students who graduated from high school in Alberta in June of 


L96/. 


All of those included in the sample, in June of 1967, succeeded 


in meeting the minimum requirements for a high school diploma. These 


requirements, as stipulated by the Department of Education, were as 


follows: 
a) 
b) 


c) 
d) 


English: at least 15 credits (including 5 in English 10 
and 5 in English 30 or 33) 

Social Studies: at least 10 credits (including 5 in 
Social Studies 10) 

Physical Education 10: at least 2 credits 

Other credits to make a total of 100 credits including: 

i credit in at least one mathematics course 
ii credit in at least one science course 
iii credit in at least two Grade XII subjects in 
addition to English 30 or 33 
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(An approved course offered for 15 credits or more in Grade XII 

was accepted as an equivalent of two Grade XII courses.) 

While all of those included in this sample had at least met the 
above minimum requirements, a substantial number had met the relatively 
higher and more rigid standards of matriculation programs. Consequently, 
the entire sample was academically qualified to enter one of the various 
post-secondary institutions in this province following graduation in 
June of 1967. 

Collection of Data 

In January of 1969, the total sample of 1011 just described 
was sent a letter soliciting their participation in the study and a brief 
return mail card asking them to indicate what they did with regard to 
continuing their education following high school graduation. (See Appendix 
B) The letter and card were sent to the home address provided on the 
diploma list and a "Please Forward" stamp was placed on the envelopes to 
increase the likelihood of a student's receiving the mail if he was no 
longer living at home. Moreover, each letter was signed by Dr. Donald C. 
Fair, Research Director, in the hope that maximum participation in the 
study would be assured. Each individual was asked to check one of four 
categories listed on the card. These categories were, "I continued my 
education at. the post-high school level in September of 1967", "I 
continued my education at the post-high school level after staying out 
of school for some time", and "I have not continued with education at 
the post-high school level since high school graduation." The fourth 
category could be checked by those people who did not belong in the 
first three. It was decided that the term "post-high school" would 


! 


probably be more meaningful to most people than the term "post-secondary". 
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In addition to checking off the category into which he fell, 
each member in the sample was asked to indicate the institution he 
attended if he had continued, the institution he attended and the date of 
registration if he had interrupted his education, and his current 
activity if he had not continued. 

Finally, each individual in the total group was asked to state 
his current mailing address and his telephone number so that the follow- 
up stage of the study could be carried out. 

Of the 1011 cards sent out, 65.3% were returned. In terms of 
the four categories that could possibly be checked on the card, 23.0% 
indicated that they had not continued their education at the post-secondary 
level, 9.9% said they had continued after an interruption, 58.8% indicated 
that they had continued, and 8.3% reported that they did not fall into any 
one of the first three categories (see Table 2), 

It must be kept in mind when interpreting the results of the 
study that completed cards were not received from 351 or 34. 8% of the 
individuals included in the original designated sample of 1011. There 
was no way at the disposal of the writer to determine what the composition 
of this non-responding group was. It cannot necessarily be assumed that 
the people in this group were of the same makeup as those individuals who 
did return the cards. Therefore, some non-response bias may have been 
introduced. 

In mid-March, each member of the noncontinuing and interrupting 
groups were sent follow up questionnaires (to be subsequently described) 
to elicit information about the reasons why they decided to do what they 
did following graduation and the factors related to their respective 


decisions. (see Appendix A) Once again the questionnaires were accompanied 
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TABLE 1 


BREAKDOWN OF RETURNED AND UNRETURNED CARDS 
FOR THE TOTAL DESIGNATED SAMPLE 


Noncontinuing Group 
Interrupting Group 
Continuing Group 


"Other" Category 
Address Unknown 
Unreturned Cards 





TABLE 2 


BREAKDOWN OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF CARDS RETURNED 
ACCORDING TO THE FOUR CATEGORIES ON THE CARD 


Noncontinuing Group 
Interrupting Group 


Continuing Group 
"Other" Category 





*This total represents 65.3% of the 1011 
cards initially sent out. 
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by a letter requesting continued cooperation. This letter was also 
signed by Dr. Fair to help assure further cooperation. From the total 
of 388 continuing students a sub-sample of 151, approximately equal to 
the number in the noncontinuing group, was drawn. (To obtain this sub- 
sample the total number of cards was thoroughly shuffled, following which 
every third card was drawn until the total of 151 was reached. It is 
believed that this procedure resulted in an essentially representative 
sub-sample of continuing students.) All those in the sub-sample were 
also sent a questionnaire (see Appendix A) containing many questions 
common to those asked the noncontinuing and interrupting groups. Having 
questionnaire items that were common to all three groups made it possible 
to compare the groups. 

Those individuals who, by early April, had not returned their 
questionnaires were contacted by intermittent telephone calls if they 
lived in Edmonton and by a letter if they resided outside the city to 
encourage them to fill in and return them, 

Of a total of 368 questionnaires sent out, 320 or 86.9% 
were returned. Of the noncontinuing students 80.9% returned their 
questionnaires, as compared with 89.2% of the interrupting and 92.1% 
of the continuing groups. (see Table 3) 

It was not surprising that the percentages of returns among 
these three groups were very high, since all members of these groups 
had made a prior commitment to the study when they filled in and 
returned the cards. Once again, the fact that 13.1% of the total 
group did not return their questionnaires should be considered in the 


interpretation of results. 
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TABLE 3 


PERCENTAGES OF RETURNED AND UNRETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES 
AMONG THE NONCONTINUING, INTERRUPTING, 
AND CONTINUING GROUPS 








Questionnaires 

Returned 123 
Questionnaires 

Unreturned 26 
Address Unknown 3 : 





TABLE 4 


BREAKDOWN OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF QUESTIONNAIRES 
RETURNED IN TERMS OF THE THREE GROUPS IN THE ANALYZED SAMPLE 


Noncontinuing Group 


Interrupting Group 


Continuing Group 
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B. THE QUESTIONNAIRES 

The three questionnaires developed for the purposes of the 
study are presented in Appendix A. They were designed to gather 
information relative to the reasons why students do not continue with 
education at the post-secondary level and, furthermore, to determine 
the personal, family, and school related factors in terms of which 
noncontinuing students and students who interrupt their education 
might possibly differ from those who do continue. 

Most of the items in the questionnaires were suggested by the 
work done by other researchers and four of them were taken directly from 
questionnaires used in other studies. The items relating to the 
educational level of the mother and father were taken from a questionnaire 
used by Fair in 1966, occupation of the father was determined by using 
an item constructed by Berdie in 1950, and the item relating to the 
effect of a scholarship on a student's plans was taken largely from a 
questionnaire used by Stice et. al. in 1956. 

Initial, general revisions of the questionnaires were made as 
a result of careful discussion of them between the writer and the 
research director, Dr. Donald C. Fair. The questionnaires were then 
administered to a small sample of students who fell into each of the 
three categories. These preliminary administrations of the questionnaires 
afforded an opportunity to determine the approximate time needed by the 
average student to complete them and, more importantly, such "dry runs" 
permitted structural flaws in the various items to be detected and 


corrected before they were sent out to the sample used in the study. 
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C. THE ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 

Basically, the results of the study are reported in terms of 
the numbers and percentages of individuals in the noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing groups responding in certain ways to 
particular items on the questionnaires, Since most of the questions 
were common to either two or all three of the groups, the chi-square test 
was used, where desirable, to determine whether or not significant 
differences existed between the distributions of the groups' responses 
to the common items (i.e. to determine if a particular factor was related 
to group membership). 

In addition to total group comparisons, comparisons of responses 
are made within and between the three groups, where possible, in terms 
of the following sub-groups: males, females, large city students, small 
city and town students, rural students, large city males, small city and 
town males, rural males, large city females, small city and town females, 
and rural females. 

In reporting results, comparisons of responses among the 
noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing students are made in terms 
of all the following: the total groups, males, females, large city 
students, small city and town students, and rural students. Results for 
these categories within the three groups are reported regardless of chi- 
Square values. The distributionsof the responses of the remaining sub- 
groups are reported only if they were significantly different at the .05 
level of significance. If the distributions of the noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing students differed in terms of all the sub- 
groups, only the first six of the subgroups are reported. On the other 


hand, in some instances where significant differences existed for all 
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48 
but a few or only one of the subgroups, the distributions of the sub- 
groups that were not significantly different are presented. The study 
was concerned not only with differences that exist between noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing students but also with the ways in which 


the total groups, or certain subgroups within the total groups, were 


similar. 
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CHAPTER IV 


RESULTS OF THE STUDY 


A. Magnitude of Noncontinuance 


On the basis of the information gathered in this study, it 
would appear that a substantially large number of qualified young 
people in Alberta do not continue their education at a post-secondary 
institution following high school graduation. As can be seen in 
Table 2, 23% of the individuals who participated in the study indicated 
that they had not continued with their education at the post-secondary 
level. The percentages of students who either continued at a post- 
secondary institution immediately following graduation or continued 
after an initial delay were 58.8% and 9.9% respectively. Slightly 


more than 8% fell into the "other"category previously defined. 


B. Occupational Status of Noncontinuing Students 


The current occupations of noncontinuing high school graduates 
were categorized according to the scale used by Berdie (1954). Table 5 
shows the proportions of noncontinuing students falling into each of 
the occupational status levels. 

In terms of noncontinuing males, 25.9% were in the "Factory 
worker" class, 22.2% were in the "Office worker" class, 13.0% were in 
the "Skilled tradesman" class, and 7.4% fell into "Owns or manages 
business". A considerable number of the "Office worker" class went to 


work in banks and may have received on-the-job training there. 
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TABLE 5 


OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE NONCONTINUING STUDENTS 


[vate | fonaie | foral 
Occupational Status y 


Professional (lawyer, doctor, 
banker, teacher, minister, 
dentist, etc.) 




















Owns or manages business (store, 
gas station or garage, etc.) 






Office worker (bookkeeper, 
cashier, postal clerk, etc.) 


Sales (insurance, real estate, 
retail store, etc.) 


Owns or manages farm 






Skilled tradesman (carpenter, 
electrician, machinist, etc.) 


Factory worker (laborer, farm 
laborer, janitor) 


Housewife 
Unemployed 


13.0 


5.6 3 x 6 3.9 


Did not say or omitted 
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Among the females,a not surprisingly large proportion, 62.2%, 
fell into the "Office worker" category. As was the case with the males, 
a large number of girls went into banking. Slightly more than 112 of 
the females were full time mothers or housewives and 6.1% fell into the 
"Skilled tradesman" category. Included in the latter class were such 
occupations as "technical assistant" and "key punch operator", 

For the total group, the classes into which the largest 
proportions of students fell were "Office worker" (48.0%), "Factory 
worker" (9.2%), "Skilled tradesman" (8.6%), and "Housewife" OF: +4 
C. Post-Secondary Institutions Attended By Students Who Interrupted 

Their Education 

The institutions attended by students who interrupted their 
education are indicated in Table 6. Among the males who delayed entry 
into post-secondary school, 51.4% eventually entered a vocational or 
technical institute, 40.0% a university, 5.7% a junior college, and 2.9% 
a business school. 

In terms of the females in this group, 43.3% attended a 
university, 23.3% a junior college, 16.7% a vocational or technical 
institute, 13.3% a school of nursing, and 3.3% a business school. 

For the group as a whole, 41.5% went to a university, 35.4% 
to a vocational or technical institute, 13.8% to a junior college, 6.2% 
to a school of nursing, and 3.1% to a business school. None of the 
students indicated entry into an apprenticeship program. However, some 
individuals, while they may in fact be in an apprenticeship program, 
could have indicated vocational or technical institute because they attend 


such an institution for a few months each year. 
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TABLE 6 


POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED BY STUDENTS 
WHO INTERRUPTED THEIR EDUCATION 


University 
Junior College 


Vocational or Technical 
Institute 


School of Nursing 


Business School 


Apprenticeship 


Other 
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Dy Post-Secondary Institutions Attended By Students Who Continued 
Their Education 


The institutions attended by students who continued their 
education immediately following high school graduation are shown in 
Table 7. 

While 60.8% of the continuing males attended a university, 
only 48.3% of the females did so. This is not surprising, however, 
since a considerable number of females went into a school of nursing 
(17.4%) or a business school (10.6%). None of the males entered a 
nursing program and only 1.6% enrolled in a business school. Slightly 
more than 9% of the males entered a junior college, as compared with 
12.1% of the females. Furthermore, 18.8% of the males entered a 
vocational or technical institute, as compared with 11.1% of the females. 
Just over 7% of the males and less than one per cent of the females 
entered an apprenticeship program. 

In terms of the total group of continuing students, 54.1% 
attended a university, 14.7% a vocational or technical institute, 10.8% 
a junior college, 9.2% a school of nursing, and 6.4% a business school. 
Close to 4% went into an apprenticeship program and one per cent went 
into another type of institution -- namely, military college. 

These proportions for males, females, and the total group are 
not notably discrepant with those found among continuing students who 


were included in the "Analyzed sample" of continuing students. 


E. Reasons Given By Noncontinuing Students For Not Entering A Post- 
Secondary Institution Following High School Graduation 


For the males, the reasons most often given as the main reason 


for not continuing with education at the post-secondary level were, in 
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55 
order of importance, "Was uncertain about future plans (20.4%)", 
"Attractive opportunity for employment (18.2%)", "Lack of interest in 
further education (15.9%)", "Wanted to earn own living to be independent 
of parents (11.4%)", and "Not enough money to go on (9.1%)".. (see 
Table 8) 

Some interesting differences in the kinds of reasons and the 
relative importance of common reasons are to be found among the girls 
who did not continue their education. For the females, the reasons most 
frequently mentioned as the main reason for not continuing were, in 
order of importance, "Was uncertain about future plans (24.1%)", "Didn't 
think I had the ability to go on (17.7%)", "Not enough money to go on 
(10.1%)"", "Wanted to earn own living to be independent of parents 
(10.1%)", "Planned to or did get married (6.3%)", "Wished to complete 
matriculation requirements for university entrance (6.3%)", and "Lack 
of interest in further education (6.3%)". 

It is noteworthy that approximately equal proportions of 
males and females gave "Not enough money to go on" as the main reason 
for not attending a post-secondary institution. 

In terms of the total group of noncontinuing students, the 
reasons most often given as the main reason for not going on were, 

"Was uncertain about future plans (22.8%)", "Didn't think I had the 
ability to go on (14.6%)", "Wanted to earn own living to be independent 

of parents (10.6%)", "Not enough money to go on (9.7%)"", "Lack of interest 
in further education (9.7%)", and "Attractive opportunity for employment 


(8.9%)". 

























. v 
: ‘Ta 
o'4B8.08) Bigg satitut $vods acay Bont all (aces ee a7 meu 

wt Jeetazat to a /CRSLBL) Sasmycique tor gghawt roqao | 
fapbregebai sc o3 epavtt wo axéo ot botneW" “Ce, 2b) notisoubs: ee 
age) §."(€3E,0) me og oF Yoram duuome gov bre ,' UA. TI) ee ato 
(8 alder 

eda baie efouber to abold oct ot asonpexeiirh gnrsastedtt amid 
Bitte O09 goo beue? ed oO) S16 ahhEseT GonmES jis sores ioqnl svadtalex 7 
Sens anceaws 40) ,esiewst aria 104 3 .nctisovbs \ted3 suatgneo Jor b&b Gm 
OE , Ste) eaIUATiiGo yoo WO? HOseel mtam Shr 36 pane L504 yianeupsit 
g*opag” ,"(8i.e8) ‘anesig stuiut toda aietraogy asW" o> ryoqes Io 22has 
go 94 02 vottem dgctae yo ,"(RN.SL) oo on oc yttide sas bee : din xa 
asae@cég. to fuebmagetal od of gaivr! nwo ose 82 Sosaey” (8h. OL) 
edelemo> 63 beiaiw" ,"URE.3) batimmm dsp bib to oF bannslT" "CEL aby 
ical" San exe. 8) osheatds voterevihe tol exbemetinpes cotte lvoe enba 
"SE.0) mokiscsvbs redatt os seetssaE ae 
20 anolttoqesg ledpa ¢isiemrxc ggs ie ydi=uysioa at 91 

mogeet octet eis ae “ro og of Yoaom risynos sch" ovsg aslanel bon Silane 
Metbateest Yaebaossa~Jeog 4 gnthosois Jon aoe ¥ 

ors eatanbuse gamer sacs: 2c quSyy tesod od: 1o amysz al 
ae a0 soins ten 20% names kein ad? ss wavly teteiie Jeon, 
foes ants a" mbta’ a $8) smmig ssuat sued mundi 


. 7 
- . 


ay sn RAED: 
















56 





°ZuTnNuTIUOD JOU AOZ suosPer omy 


iO 9uUo . ATD aAe3 OoyuM g9sour cig ded, a ae 30u AOF UOSseotr Aue 921e1s jou ie oyum essoyuy o2e ATWO, ADpunN poepNnToUuty 


a 


| NI 


¥%41 TWO 

79430 

suetd 

eanjny 4Jnoqe utejize0un sey 
anuTt juoo 

Jou ptp spuetzz Aw jo 13soy 
uo 03 03 AITTTWe 

eya pey I yUTYyA 3,UpTd 
auswfoT dus 

zoz Aatunazoddo sat I0P221y 
enuT quo. 

02 oW YUSTM OU pTIp sjUezeg 
(eouRezqUue AITsreATUy 

ZOJ) sjuewerTnNber uoty 
-eTnotziew ojeTduod o2 poystM 
sjuozed jo quoepusdeput eq 
O12 B8UTATT UMO UJeS OJ pelUeEM 
uoTieonpe 

ABYIANF uT AseASjuT Jo yxoeyT 
uo 08 03 Asuow y8nouse ION 
ATTwej UT ssoutT] 

yaTeey 100g 


Q |peTizeu 303 pTp 1O 0} pouuetg 


NOSVaa 


NOILVNGVaD TOOHOS HOIH ONIMOTION NOILALILSNI 


AMVANODES-LSOd V ONIYAINA LON YO SINAGNLS ONINNILNOONON A NHAID SNOSVaAa 


8 HIdVL 








Pp adear 
THAOMOOSE-T2e0d A DISTIWA Tur SOF STRSHVTs oKTE 
MOTTAUMASS IOGWIe BRIT CVIVOLOT 








Oe ire |e ao 6g od time 
1. }é C.2Li tT ssdyaut ae 


“ 


~ 
ay 
bh 





} 


i) 
"2 nt 
eT a 
1 


pine 
- 





aL 


About 11% of the total number of noncontinuing graduates 
indicated an "other" main reason for not pursuing education at the 
post-secondary level. Just over half of these "other" main reasons 
revolved around not having the proper courses to enter a particular 
program or institution. There was very little commonality among the 


"other'' main reasons given by the remainder of the students. 


F, Reasons For Interrupting Given By Students Who Delayed Entry Into 
A Post-Secondary Institution 


Among the males in the interrupting group, the reasons given 
as the main reason for delaying entry into a post-secondary institution 
were, in order of importance, "Was uncertain about future plans (30.0%)", 
"Wished to complete matriculation requirements for university entrance 
(26.7%)", "Not enough money to go on (10.0%)", and "Attractive opportunity 
for employment (6.7%)"". (see Table 9) 

As was the case with the noncontinuing students, differences 
existed between males and females in the order of the reasons given and 
the proportions of people indicating them. For the girls, the main 
reasons given for interrupting their education were, "Wished to complete 
matriculation requirements for university entrance (39.3%)", ''Was 
uncertain about future plans (25.0%)", and "Not enough money to go on 

(21.4%)"", It. can be seen that a considerably larger proportion of girls 
than boys stayed out of school to acquire metrtoulagion requirements for 
university entrance and that, even though "Not enough money to go on" 
ranked third for both males and females, proportionately twice as many 
girls as boys gave this reason as the main reason for interrupting 

their education. 


In terms of the total group of interrupting students, the main 
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reasons most frequently given for delaying attendance at a post-secondary 
school were, "Wished to complete matriculation requirements for university 
entrance (32.8%)", "Was uncertain about future plans (27.6%)", and "Not 
enough money to go on (15.5%)". "Uncertainty about future plans" among 
the males, females, and the total group seems to be a very important 
factor in the decision to delay attendance at a post-secondary institution. 
In terms of the total group interrupting students, 27.6%, 19.1%, and 

15.5% gave "Was uncertain about future plans" as the first, second, and 
thied reasons respectively for interrupting their education. 

The most common of the "other" reasons given by this group for 
delaying entry into a post-secondary institution had to do with the need 
felt by an individual to become relatively more mature before pursuing 
higher education. Once again, this reason was not given frequently 
enough (4 students or 6.9% of the total group) to displace any of the 
other reasons cited above as the main reason for the interruption of 


education. 


G. Factors Associated With Noncontinuance 

1. Personal Factors 

Age 

The age distributions of students in the total noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing groups and the subgroups within the total 
groups are shown in Tables 10 and 11. 

Although the differences in the average ages of individuals 
in the three groups are small, there appears to be a consistent tend- 
ency for students who continued or interrupted their education to be 
slightly younger than noncpntinuing students. The average age of non- 


continuing students was 17.9 years, as compared with 17.6 years and 
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17.5 years for the interrupting and continuing students respectively. 

While only the age distributions of the total groups were 
significantly different at the .05 level, the pattern that was estab- 
lished in these distributions tended not to change appreciably in the 
subgroups. The only exception was the rural subgroup, in which the 
proportion of noncontinuing students aged 16 or 17 exceeded those of 
both the interrupting and continuing students. However, the number of 
rural students was relatively small and, consequently, this subgroup 
may very well not be representative of all rural graduates. 

The conclusion that the interrupting and continuing students 
tended to be younger than those who did not continue is well illustrated 
by the proportions in these three groups falling into either the age 
sixteen or seventeen category. Of the total number of noncontinuing 
students, 31.2% were either 16 or 17 years of age, as compared with 
39.7% of the interrupting and 53.9% of the continuing groups. These 
proportions tended to remain constant for the males and females in the 
three groups. 

Sex 

The sex distributions of the noncontinuing, interrupting, and 
continuing graduates are reported in Table 12. The total noncontinuing 
group consisted of 35.8% males and 64.2% females, the total interrupting 
group consisted of 51.7% males and 48.3% females, and the total 
continuing group consisted of 44.6% males and 55.4% females. Although 
the sex distributions of the total groups were not significantly 
different at the .05 level (P=.10), they do suggest that relatively 
fewer males than females elect not to continue their education, that 


relatively more males than females interrupt their education, and that 
























~ 
’ 


iavigosqes: atashose gsiivnligos base snisqote mt edt vod evaee cm # 
sryw Sao ia702 etd To. euoliydirialt oge ons tine si nie 

-<A6349 bSW tana fea 7 ee ave ,.eval et) ont 2h inte Sey il foeoe ages 

odd az .vidaisasthds Symeco 63. 10% pat 343! ago taud Maete ganis at bere tt 

aft Hotdw gi ,ouUoTRoOUe tethy. afd adv colt soxe vlna wae aque tades 

| | fe gnlia: )roaOn if do btwogetg 


tadrun aay ,isvewoH eintbuse gotuniinos one galerie ont mind 


— ' 


36 seondt Sebsonvs (fl to AL bogs atasbe 
quotgdub eraa ws graupeeds® die Iieme yoviisles, 6sW aTaaeiee isi 
,Seteuberg lett fs te avVigatiasaeriqe: ad 3648 Lisw vier yao 

eyeebiise YniwaAtgysom bee palyqerrsset edd tens 1otevionmea tit a 
wmosevseullt Lisw @i surianun: gon O10 OfY Seond © i? Ysgouley 4¢ oF bebasz 
iis 943 Tanols oontvantilel equory, 54309. sear Ae -nokpoqgeg sia oe 
gniiuhitnoonon tp tedmion leyai a at (Ogste. bsipave® 1° Faeeeee 
dikw bsteqims es ,422 25 21504 to Wl sedaia stew BS-LE- sme - 
ene ft aqu029, gritiitrined aifa iw 4F bie gn ft queTea se eae gt .@E 
signs eelane? bas eolenm sit xot Joasnnns ofan J boocod anoligeqesg 
.aquozn weal 

ite Aeneas SJot ,gosviimosni sly i> enolsedliseth awe afi 


. 


gpsvclzoeate: decd ott Si -wldpT gt hartge? oth -«teubsye 
~ 

" 
7 


Li Laso, jay, seine? 5.80 Lew solae $5. 28 2 
‘bas, cafes ih de voe tit, atlas it ses 







1% we 
Ss o-ateetee 


63 











Gro°= ~GF° pe” “O6°mex! | £75 *=d | *3s*PZ LZ*T=)X 


C 
(0° 00T €Z 0" 00T 7TO°OOT 8T | rao» boot 7T D°00T! LZ O° COT, ZZ 


{ 
| 
{ 
' 
} 


coo’=d> = *F"PZ-CO* TTX! Zor ae Ee yS.! Yee 


4 


O°O0€| 6 TS|7°SS| LL) €°8Y% 82 17°79) 62 | STeUeT 
O°OZ| Te) 9°97e £e)9°%7!| 29) 2°19 OL ieee eTRW 


cere ee ee eae 


Butnuty Butn |8utqdnaz | 8ug~nutz Butn | 8ut3dn 
-UT}UOD +179RUT 


—uooUuON 
sdnoiy Te 0] 











b°ss =otlg°9s!| szi¥*td ot!Z°99 


io @) 

s 
™ 
st 
ci 
| 

ss 

—t 
\o 
ON 




















Zutn | 8utzdnz 
-UTJUOD | -—T9RUT | —UOdUON| —UTQUOD 











Teany SUMO], pue SeTIT) TTeUsS SeTITID e81e7 














SdNOdD ONINNILNOOD CNV 
‘ONILGNYYAINI ‘ONINNIINOONON FHL JO SNOILAGIULSIG Xas 


cl advil 








acwol aan agai Lipae | ; esistd sgral 
Y erainayot “pi! Fined | “Lestat jpaponot sa Mtoe) } —sesrt rj =f voxel pias 
= eoty ji i Bri Iquyi Pelunhs ; goto loc kaqes t gartoae | 


ee = —— a a 














| 
| ‘all < s 2 
vo } Vi 2 ) i z Vi 4 i r Pr! 
— ? ee a es : os Sanne GR 
| j : 
' . i 7 . Fig ES . 
Om g.25 A [£,f0-0 | (fe St 10 ig J,0€ VO*a.dé 
‘ 1] 7 5 





1 ; i | 


Sami 2s. é,i¥ LS 6a: SL | del t) G08! 8) Bea foie eat Ne 
4 H - . 
| i j z 








—— — 





( 
, ! me : : rt 
Sint, M pLbOL, KL WHOL, too. bor! 28 | cot} de 0,008 wate. 


——— nine h-maiel cele i 





al j 


£1. eq. i 3S aes 7 oS 4d + au DS aN die an £00, =2 ie ea) 20,1 ie ¥, Sots 


64 
relatively fewer males than females continue their education following 
high school graduation. 

The sex distributions of large city students within the three 
groups were significantly different at the .003 level of significance. 
The differences were in the same direction as those in the total groups 
but much more pronounced. The noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
large city groups were composed of 34.6% males, 70.0% males, and 43.1% 
males Meapadtivalie While the sex distributions of the noncontinuing 
and continuing students in this subgroup are essentially the same as 
those found in the total groups, it would seem that considerably more 
males than females from large cities decide to stay out of school for 
some time before attending a post-secondary institution. 

It is interesting to note that proportionately many more girls 
than boys from small city and town and rural home locations delayed 
entry into a post-secondary institution. Over two thirds of the small 
city and town girls and 64.3% of the girls from rural areas interrupted 
their education. It sould be kept in mind, however, that these 
proportions are based on relatively small numbers of students. 

Marriage 

In the entire analyzed sample of 320, only one individual 
checked off "married" on the marital status item. This student was a 
noncontinuing large city male. All the remaining students in the non- 
continuing, interrupting, and continuing groups reported that they were 
single at the time of high school graduation. 

Answers given by noncontinuing and interrupting graduates to 
the question, "Did marriage or the prospect of marriage influence your 


decision not to continue your education immediately after high school?" 
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provided much more useful information regarding the basic influence of 
the marriage factor. The distributions of the two groups’ responses to 
this question are given in Tables 13 to 16. 

Of the total number of noncontinuing students, 13.0% indicated 
that marriage or the prospect of marriage had influenced their decision. 
The corresponding proportion for students who interrupted their education 
was 7.1%. As can be seen in the tables, the marriage factor was not signif- 
icantly related to membership in the noncontinuing and interrupting groups. 
In other words, this factor did not serve adequately to differentiate 
students who did not continue their education from those who interrupted 
their education. 

Probably one of the most pertinent comparisonsthat can be made 
is between the differential effects of marriage or the prospect of 
marriage on the plans of males and females within the two groups. In 
general,-the decisions of girls not to continue their education tended to 
be much more influenced by marriage or the prospect of marriage. Almost 
18% of the noncontinuing females answered that this factor had influenced 
their plans, while only 4.5% of the noncontinuing males said that it had 
influenced their decision. The corresponding percentages for the 
interrupting group were 11.1% and 3.42. 

Some interesting, though not statistically significant, differences 
occurred among noncontinuing and interrupting females from large city 
and rural home locations. While 15.7% of the noncontinuing large city 
females said that marriage had influenced their decision, none of the 
interrupting girls said that it had. In terms of rural females, 20.0% 
of the noncontinuing, as opposed to 11.1% of those who interrupted their 


education, indicated that marriage or the prospect of marriage had 
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affected their plans. It must be kept in mind in interpreting these 
results that the number of girls who interrupted their education was 
quite small. 

High School Average 

Highly significant differences were found between noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing students in terms of these groups’ averages 
on Grade XII Departmental Examinations. Differences in the achievement 
distributions for the three groups were significant for the total groups, 
males, females, total large city students, large city males, and large 
city females. While the achievement distributions of the remaining 
subgroups were not significantly different, they did tend to follow the 
general pattern of the significantly different distributions. 

As can be discerned from Tables 17 to 19, the noncontinuing and 
interrupting graduates differed quite strikingly from graduates who 
continued their education in terms of their high school averages. While 
only 32.0% of the noncontinuing students and 27.6% of the interrupting 
students had high school averages of 65% or better, almost 60% of the 
continuing students had such an average. The majority of noncontinuing 
and interrupting individuals had averages between 50% and 64%. In terms 
of the males within the three groups, 29.5% of the noncontinuing boys, 
33.3% of the interrupting boys, and 54.8% of the continuing boys had 
averages of 65% or higher. The corresponding percentages for the girls 
were 33.3%, 21.4%, and 62.4% respectively. 

It seems, then, that two conclusions can be made with regard 
to the achievement levels of noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
graduates in this study. In the first place, noncontinuing students and 


students who delay entry into a post-secondary institution tend to closely 
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resemble one another in terms of their high school averages. Secondly, 
the high school averages of noncontinuing and interrupting students 
tend to be considerably lower than the averages of those who continue 
their education. 

Motivation to Continue 

In this study, noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
graduates could be clearly differentiated in terms of their responses 
to the question, "Did you really want to continue your education after 
high school?" The differences in the response distributions of the three 
total groups and all of the subgroups, except the rural males and females, 
were very highly significant. (see Tables 20 to 22) Differences in the 
response distributions of the rural males and females approached 
significance. 

While about half of the total number of noncontinuing students 
indicated either that they 'Wanted very much to continue" or that they 
"Felt it would have been good to continue", 82.8% of the interrupting 
and 90.5% of the continuing students checked these alternatives. On the 
other hand, 28.7% of the noncontinuing group said that they "Didn't really 
want to continue" their education after high school, as compared with 
1.7% of the interrupting and 2.9% of the continuing students. These 
proportions tended to remain constant in all of the subgroups. 

There were some notable sex differences with regard to the 
strength of the desire to pursue further education. About one quarter 
of the noncontinuing, 36.7% of the interrupting, and 48.3% of the 
continuing males "Wanted very much to continue" their education following 
high school graduation. The corresponding percentages for the non- 


continuing, interrupting, and continuing females were 15.2%, 60.7%, and 
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70.1% respectively. It seems clear that interrupting and continuing 
girls tended to desire, considerably more than boys in the same groups, 
entry into a post-secondary institution. 

It should be noted that noncontinuing individuals from small 
cities and towns tended to have more desire than their large city and 
rural counterparts to pursue further education. Just over 70% of the 
students from small cities and towns, as opposed to 48.7% and 41.1% 
of large city and rural students respectively, indicated either that 
they "Wanted very much to continue" or that they "Felt it would have 
been good to continue". 

In general, then, it would seem that noncontinuing students 
had much less desire to pursue education beyond high school than did 
continuing students. Furthermore, with regard to the individuals who 
interrupted their education, it would appear that this group had 
considerably more desire than noncontinuing students, and slightly 
less desire than continuing students, to pursue education beyond the 
high school level. 

Regret Concerning Noncontinuance 

As can be seen in Tables 23 and 24, noncontinuing and interrupting 
students tended to respond quite differently to the question, "Have you 
ever regretted not continuing your education immediately after high 
school?" The response distributions of the total groups and the male 
and large city subgroups were significantly different. Once again, 
however, the pattern established in these significantly different 
distributions tended to be maintained throughout the remaining subgroups. 

It seems that noncontinuing and interrupting students 


"Sometimes regret" not having continued their education in about equal 
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proportions. For example, 39.0% of the total noncontinuing group and 
39.3% of the interrupting group indicated this particular response 
alternative. The marked difference in the extent of regret experienced 
by the groups becomes apparent when the proportions indicating "Often 
regret'' and "Never regretted" are compared. While 21.1% of the total 
group of noncontinuing students said that they "Often regret" not having 
continued, only 1.8% of the interrupting students checked this response. 
Almost 20% of the noncontinuing males and 22.8% of the noncontinuing 
females checked this response. None of the interrupting males and 

only 3.7% of the interrupting females, on the other hand, said that 

they "Often regret'’ not having continued. 

The percentages of individuals within both the noncontinuing 
and the interrupting groups indicating that they had "Never regretted" 
not continuing their education were notably high. About 40% of the 
noncontinuing students said that they have "Never regretted" not 
continuing their education immediately after high school, as compared 
with 53.6% of the interrupting students. Just over 43% of the non- 
continuing boys and 36.7% of the girls said that they have "Never re- 
gretted'" not continuing. The corresponding percentages for interrupting 
boys and girls were 62.1% and 44.4% respectively. 

It would appear that the noncontinuing students in this study 
experienced, and perhaps are experiencing, considerably more regret 
than interrupting students over the decision not to: continue with 
education immediately after high school. At the same time, however, the 
fact that a great many noncontinuing students have apparently "Never 


regretted" not continuing their education ought to be kept in mind. 
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Time of Decision Not to Continue 

The last year of high school and the period shortly after grad- 
uation are evidently crucial times as far as the decision of a non- 
continuing student with regard to post-secondary education is concerned. 
Of the total number of noncontinuing students, 55.8% indicated that they 
had decided not to continue their education either in Grade 12 or shortly 
after graduation. (see Table 25) About two thirds of the noncontinuing 
boys and half of the noncontinuing girls said that they had made their 
decision at these times. Grade 12 and shortly thereafter was an 
especially important time as far as the decisions of rural noncontinuing 
students were concerned. Two thirds of all rural youth made their 
decision not to attend post-secondary school during this time. 

In terms of the total noncontinuing group, 72.4% made their 
decision regarding post-secondary education at some time during or 
shortly after high school. 

It is interesting to note that while noncontinuing students 
tended to make their decision regarding further education near the end 
of or shortly after high school, continuing students tended to have 
made up their minds concerning education at the post-secondary level at 
a much earlier time.* For example, 44.0% of the total number of 


continuing students had decided that they would continue their education 


* The responses of the interrupting and continuing students to the 
question, "When did you decide to continue your education following high 
school graduation?" are given in Tables 26 to 28. Reference is made here 
only to information concerning continuing students since this group can 
perhaps be most meaningfully compared with noncontinuing students in terms 
of the time of the decision regarding post-secondary education. The 
tables are included so that the reader may, if he wishes to do so, study 
the differences between interrupting and continuing students as far as 

the time of their decision to attend post-secondary school is concerned. 
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either in the elementary grades or in junior high school. (see Table 26) 
Only 5.9% of the noncontinuing students, on the other hand, had decided 
before leaving junior high school that they were not going to pursue 
education at the post-high school level. Only 30.3% of the continuing 
students, as opposed to 55.8% of the noncontinuing students, made their 
decision concerning post-secondary education either in Grade 12 or 
shortly thereafter. 

Educational Plans of Noncontinuing Students 

A substantial number of noncontinuing graduates plan, at some 
future time, to resume their education at the post-secondary level. In 
response to the question, "Do you plan to continue your education at any 
time in the future?" 48.4% of the total number of noncontinuing students 
said yes, 38.5% said no, and 13.1% said that they were uncertain. (see 
Table 29) A good many more males than females reported intentions to 
resume their education. Almost 64% of the boys and only 39.7% of the 
girls said that they planned to attend post-secondary school. Non- 
continuing students from rural home locations expressed more uncertainty 
regarding their plans for further education than did students from large 
city and small city and town home locations. Just over 22% of the rural 
students indicated uncertainty about attending post-secondary school, as 
compared with 13.0% of the large city students and 7.4% of the small 
city and town students. 

The types of institutions that students planned to attend are 
shown in Table 30. Among the males who stated intentions to resume 
their education at some future time, 18.5% were planning to attend a 
university, 44.4% a technical institute, and 7.4% a business school. 


Almost 30% were planning on some other form of further education, 
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including apprenticeship programs, training in accounting, training 

for the ministry, bank management training, and agriculture at an applied 
agriculture college. Also included in this group are two individuals 

who were uncertain as to the institutions they would attend. 

Among the girls, 32.3% were planning to attend a university, 
35.54 a technical institute, 12.9% a school of: nursing, and'9.72Z-a 
business school. Close to 10% indicated plans for some other form of 
further education or were uncertain of the kind of institution they 
would attend. 

In terms of the total group, 25.9% were planning to attend a 
university, 39.7% a technical institute, 6.9% a school of nursing, and 
8.6% a business school. Almost 20% either intended to take some other 
form of further education or were uncertain about the type of further 
training they would take. 

Discussion 

While a higher proportion of interrupting graduates than non- 
continuing graduates reported that they had "Never regretted" not 
continuing their education immediately after high school, both groups 
tended to regard their decision concerning further education in a rather 
positive way. Some students pointed out why they considered their 
decisions to be sound. For example, one boy who interrupted his 
education put it this way: 

Too many people rush straight from matriculation into 

university. The result is that they are lost, confused, 

and anxious. The year delay has done me much more good 

than I can explain. It gave me a chance to sit back, 

work, and relax -- taking a very serious look at my future. 

I decided to carry on and I'm doing well. There is a 

steppingstone from high school to university. Somehow, 


many people miss it and they drown in the river of mass 
confusion. 
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Another boy, a noncontinuing student who plans to attend university, 
explained how not continuing his education immediately after graduation 
had helped him: 
From my experiences since graduation from high school in 
1967 I've gained some of the knowledge that a school can't 
teach me and I've learned that an education is more important 
to you as you grow older. Also, I've finally decided that 
I'm not finished my education yet and wish to continue. 
It is encouraging that about half of the total number of 


noncontinuing students probably feel the same way and plan, consequently, 


to attend post-secondary school at some future date. 


2. Family Related Factors 


Parental Attitude Toward Post-Secondary Education 


Noncontinuing students in this study tended to differ greatly 
from interrupting and continuing students in terms of their parents’ 
attitude toward post-secondary education. (see Tables 31 to 33) The 
distributions of the three groups' responses to the question concerning 
parental attitude were significantly different for the total groups and 
all of the subgroups except the total group of males, large city males, 
rural males, and small city and town females. 

Among the total groups, 34.4% of the noncontinuing, 56.9% of the 
interrupting, and 64.2% of the continuing students said that their parents 
had wanted them to continue their education. Among the males in the three 
groups, 38.6% of the noncontinuing boys, 60.0% of the interrupting boys, 
and 59.7% of the continuing boys indicated that their parents had wanted 
them to attend post-secondary school. The corresponding percentages for 
the females were 32.1%, 53.6%, and 68.0% respectively. 

It is revealing to focus on the percentages of students in the 


three groups reporting that the decision concerning education beyond 
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high school was left entirely up to them. For the total groups, 47.5% 
of the noncontinuing, 27.6% of the interrupting, and 16.8% of the 
continuing students responded in this manner. 


Amount of Discussion With Parents Concerning Post-High 
School Plans 


The response distributions of the total groups and the sub- 
groups reveal some important differences between noncontinuing, interrupting, 
and continuing students in terms of the amount of time spent with parents 
discussing further education. (see Tables 34 and 35) 

For the total groups, 35.2% of the noncontinuing, 53.5% of the 
interrupting, and 46.3% of the continuing graduates spent either "A lot 
of time" or "A considerable amount of time" discussing post-high school 
plans with their parents. In terms of the males in the three groups, 
34.1% of the noncontinuing boys, 46.7% of the interrupting boys, and 
35.5% of the continuing boys checked either "A lot of time" or "A 
considerable amount of time'’. The corresponding percentages for the 
girls were 35.9%, 60.8%, and 55.3% respectively. 

It seems safe to conclude from the above figures that the non- 
continuing students spent the least amount of time discussing with their 
parents plans for education beyond high school, followed by the continuing 
and the interrupting students in that order. Furthermore, interrupting 
and continuing girls tended to have spent considerably more time than 
boys in the same groups discussing with their parents the matter of 


attending a post-secondary institution. 


Parental Influence On The Decision Concerning Post-Secondary 


Education 
It can be seen in Tables 36 to 38 that very distinct differences 


existed between noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing students in 
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terms of the extent to which their plans for further education were 
influenced by their parents. 

For the total groups,10.0% 0f the noncontinuing, 15.5% of the 
interrupting, and 41.0% of the continuing students indicated either that 
their parents had "Considerable influence" or "A great deal of influence" 
on their decision concerning post-secondary school. Among the males in 
the three groups, 11.3% of the noncontinuing boys, 10.0% of the interrupting 
boys, and 32.3% of the continuing boys checked either ''Considerable 
influence" or "A great deal of influence". The corresponding percentages 
for the girls were 9.2%, 21.4%, and 48.1% respectively. 

A considerable number of noncontinuing students claimed that 
their parents had no influence at all on their decision regarding educa- 
tion beyond high school. Close to 43% of the total number in the noncontinuing 
group, as compared with 22.4% of the interrupting group and only 17.3% 
of the continuing group, responded in this way. Almost 45% of the non- 
continuing boys, 13.3% of the interrupting boys, and 19.4% of the 
continuing boys indicated ''No influence", as compared with 42.1% of the 
noncontinuing girls, 32.1% of the interrupting girls, and 15.6% of the 
continuing girls. 

Apparently, then, noncontinuing students were least influenced 
by their parents as far as their decision concerning education beyond 
high school was concerned. While interrupting students were more influ- 
enced by their parents than noncontinuing students, they were consider- 
ably less influenced than continuing students were by their parents. The 
interrupting and continuing girls appear to have been influenced by 
their parents to a considerably greater extent than the boys in the same 


groups. 
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Father's Occupation 


The distributions of the three groups' responses to the 
"Occupation of father" item were not significantly different for the 
total groups or any of the subgroups except the large city and large 
city female subgroups. (see Tables 39 to 41) 

In general, the fathers of noncontinuing, interrupting, and 
continuing students tended to be similarly distributed across the 
occupational status categories included in the questionnaire item. 
However, although the total distributions tended not to differ significantly, 
notable differences were found to exist among noncontinuing, interrupting, 
and continuing students in terms of the proportions of these groups who 
had fathers in either of the ''Profession" or "Owns or manages business" 
categories. For example, for the total groups, 21.7% of the noncontinuing, 
22.4% of the interrupting, and 35.3% of the continuing students had 
fathers who were either in a profession or owned or managed a business. 
These proportions tended to be upheld throughout the subgroups within the 
total groups, with the exception of small city and town students. In 
this subgroup, 29.6% of the noncontinuing students and 28.5% of the 
interrupting students, as compared with 25.6% of the continuing students, 
had fathers who were in either the "Profession" or the "Owns or manages 
business" categories. 

Education of Father 

Noncontinuing students differed considerably from interrupting 
and continuing students in the level of education attained by their 
fathers. The differences in the level of education distributions were 
significant for the total groups and for the large city, large city male, 


and large city female subgroups. (see Tables 42 to 44) The differences 
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among the other subgroups were not statistically significant. 

The level of education reached by the fathers of interrupting 
and continuing students generally tended to be relatively higher than 
the level. reached by the fathers of students who did not continue. In 
terms of the total groups, 13.8% of the noncontinuing, 34.4% of the 
interrupting, and 32.2% of the continuing students had fathers with some 
form of education beyond high school. Just over 10% of the noncontinuing 
boys, 43.3% of the interrupting boys, and 26.2% of the continuing boys 
had fathers with some kind of post-high school education. The 
corresponding percentages for the girls were 15.22, 25.0%, and 36.8% 
respectively. 

Considerable differences existed between the three groups and 
among the males and females within the groups in terms of the proportions 
who had fathers with a Grade nine education or less. For the total 
groups, 52.0% of the noncontinuing, 37.9% of the interrupting, and 
32.1% of the continuing students had fathers with this level of education. 
The proportions of noncontinuing males and females with fathers at this 
level were about equal. However, some interesting differences were 
found to exist between interrupting and continuing males and females. 
Just over 25% of the interrupting and 37.7% of the continuing males had 
fathers with a Grade nine education or less, as compared with 50.02% of 
the interrupting and 27.6% of the continuing females. In all three 
groups, many more students from rural and small city and town home 
locations than from large cities indicated that their fathers had a 


Grade nine education or less. 





tor | os an 








rearitoalrs tifaohy atseta 3on stow jaune mio a . 
artsytuseiat lo eteliat odd vd badoasx notigouhea Io bavat ad 
fect valigiti visvitsalet ed o7 beba3 ¢i (eteney axanbodte 
ti yale lanes Jon bib oitw atiebuae to ereesel BAe Co bestowes 
aig -ta Fh. -gebeitsceonde ats Io oo.€f en isso. orl te cures ’ 
gene fiiw giafs5? ber asasbuse gatuntines. 309 i5 MOLE hing  eatoquineaa! - 
Sirtvniseoomen ers to TOL tevo tevl .logdom Agld baoyed mekgaaene to. #2 
: “ 
Syed witiicdenos od 20 RS.05 bow -eyod anisquaasgas aft Zo Té.60 ,evpd : 
un 
sift .nokresibs foatisa dgid-darg 30 bats) sees so iw svedjed bad > ae 


wlavizseqest 


Sect bas 56.2% ,8h.2L stsw sigig ef? Wi sageteeoeedg geibacqeestoo 7 
_ain 

, — 

7 


% aE A 7 
Ree says satis old meswisd Dolteins Bsonetalizo obdpxebieaad ’ 
? : a 
Weritecwta sds to smriod ol aquutg- sit otdeiw aainme? bas Sele Ole Gee ; 
; ae 
. J : 7 in } 
Sedos sc9 267 3 23.aeel zo nolfteoubs aala ahare 6 aaa avadsead bod ore : " 
an 7 >) 
bre .ant)yrtisyat oz io TC, c€ ,atiuenishdonen eto So BOSS Gage | 


ymefaeauhs to fevel ats 3iw orediai Yad etoehate madurtIana: add Yo BL.SE 7 : 
Abt? $6 etsdte? dotw esiemei bos welem gulentoncodon Xo secteneyiay ae 
bey eoorsielith acizeorsini Bites ,torewul J ieupe THods a a 
veeleme? bos e6lan gatvasanos bat anki quaxezat asevaoy sulxe om be wa _ - 
Pinata, yaivarsoos ov Yo 85.0 Bow. serayemn ad sw eh x00 ia 


lo aan 


re wt i 


Oo aN ate yigeete & sec asit 


a be. 





108 


Education of Mother 

As might be expected, the level of education reached by the 
mothers of noncontinuing students tended to be relatively lower than 
that reached by the mothers of interrupting and continuing students. 
Although only the educational level distributions of the total groups 
and the female subgroup were significantly different, some notable 
differences, generally in the same direction, also were to be found 
in the remaining subgroups. (see Tables 45 and 46) 

For the total groups, 14.7% of the noncontinuing, 36.2% of 
the interrupting, and 34.5% of the continuing graduates had mothers 
with some form of education beyond high school. Close to 15% of the 
noncontinuing boys, 36.6% of the interrupting boys, and 27.4% of the 
continuing boys had mothers who had pursued some form of education beyond 
the high school level. The corresponding percentages for the girls were 
15.2%, 35.7%, and 40.3% respectively. 

It seems that considerably more fathers than mothers in all 
three groups had only a Grade nine education or less. Almost 402 of 
the noncontinuing groups, 22.4% of the interrupting group, and 24.5% 
of the continuing group had mothers at this educational level. The 
corresponding percentages for the fathers were 52.0%, 37.9%, and 32.1% 
respectively. 

Influence of Noncontinuing Siblings 

The responses of the noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
students to the question concerning noncontinuing brothers or sisters 
are given in Tables 47 to 49. In general, it appears that noncontinuing 
students were more likely to have qualified brothers or sisters who had 


not pursued education beyond the high school level than were interrupting 
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and continuing students. In terms of the total groups, 35.2% of the 
noncontinuing, 24.1% of the interrupting, and 23.7% of the continuing 
graduates indicated that they have brothers or sisters who could have 
continued their education following high school but decided not to do 
so. Close to 40% of the noncontinuing boys, 16.7% of the interrupting 
boys, and 24.2% of the continuing boys had brothers or sisters who had 
made such a decision. The corresponding percentages for the girls were 
33.32, 52,14, and 23.42" respectively. 

The response distributions of the rural females in the three 
groups were significantly different at the .05 level and did not follow 
the pattern suggested by the above percentages. Exactly 20% of the non- 
continuing girls, 55.6% of the interrupting girls, and 9.1% of the contin- 
uing girls said that they had brothers or sisters who could have attended 
post-secondary school but elected not to do so. 

In terms of the influence of noncontinuing siblings upon the 
decisions of the three groups regarding education beyond high school, it 
seems clear that students in all three groups were not much affected by 
brothers or sisters who did not continue their education. (see Tables 
50 and 51) For the total groups, 70.5% of the noncontinuing, 71.42 of 
the interrupting, and 78.8% of the continuing students said that their 
noncontinuing siblings had no effect on their decision regarding post- 
secondary school. Considerable differences existed between boys and 
girls in the three groups. Just over 80% of the noncontinuing boys, 
80.0% of the interrupting boys, and 73.3% of the continuing boys said 
that their noncontinuing brothers or sisters had no influence on their 
decision concerning education beyond high school. Among the girls the 


corresponding percentages were 63.0%, 66.7%, and 83.3% respectively. 
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It must be kept in mind that these percentages may be somewhat 
misleading since the numbers of people involved are quite small. 

Although the large majority of graduates in all three groups 
claimed that they had not been influenced by their noncontinuing brothers 
or sisters in making their plans for further education, it may well be 
that these students were influenced in ways of which they may not have 
been aware. 

Reasons For the Noncontinuance of Qualified Siblings 

Those students who had brothers or sisters who could have 
attended post-secondary school but decided not to do so were asked what 
they thought was the main reason for the noncontinuance of these 
siblings. (see Table 52) 

Among the noncontinuing students, the main reasonsfor the non- 
continuance of brothers or sisters were, in order of importance, ''Lack 
of interest in further education (30.0%)", "Wanted to earn own living to 
be independent of parents (20.0%)", "Attractive opportunity for employment 
(15.0%)", and "Planned to or did get married (15.02%)"". Only 5.0% of the 
noncontinuing students said that "Not enough money to go on" was the 
main reason for their brothers’ or sisters’ decision not to continue 
their education after high school. 

A relatively high percentage of interrupting students gave 
"Were uncertain about future plans" as the main reason for the noncon- 
tinuance of their siblings. Just over one third of the interrupting 
group checked this reason. Other reasons reported by the interrupting 
group were, "Attractive opportunity for employment (14.3%)", "Not enough 
money to go on (14.3%)"", and "Planned to or did get married (14.32%)". 


Main reasons given by the continuing students for the decision 
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of their brothers or sisters not to attend post-secondary school were, 
in order of importance, "Lack of interest in further education (22.62)", 
"Wanted to earn own living to be independent of parents (22.62)", 
"Wished to complete matriculation requirements for university entrance 
(12.9%)"", "Not enough money to go on (12.9%)"', and "Planned to or did 
get married (9.7%)". 

It is important to note that for the three groups combined 
"Lack of interest in further education" was the most frequently 
mentioned reason for the noncontinuing siblings' decision not to pursue 
post-secondary education. It was stated by 23.5% of all the students. 

Home Location 

In terms of the total groups, noncontinuing, interrupting, and 
continuing graduates tended not to differ significantly in terms of 
their home locations. (see Table 53) Furthermore, the noncontinuing and 
continuing males and females did not differ much as far as their home 
locations were concerned. However, considerable differences were to be 
found between boys and girls who interrupted their education. 
Proportionately many more interrupting males than females came from 
large cities. Exactly 70% of the interrupting males were from large 
cities, 13.3% were from small cities or towns, and 16.7% were from rural 
areas. The corresponding percentages for interrupting females were 
32.1%, 35.7%, and 32.1% respectively. 

Finally, significant home location differences existed among 
the girls in the noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing groups. It 
appears that more noncontinuing girls than interrupting or continuing 
girls came from large cities. Almost 65% of noncontinuing girls were 


from large cities, 22.8% were from small cities or towns, and 12.7% 
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were from rural areas. Among the interrupting girls, 32.1% came from 
large cities, 35.7% came from small cities or towns, and 32.1% came 
from rural areas. The corresponding percentages for the continuing 


girls were 53.2%, 32.5%, and 14.3% respectively. 


Discussion 
The decision made by a high school graduate regarding post- 
secondary education was obviously influenced to a considerable extent 
by the orientation of the family in which he was raised. The influence 
of a student's parents was, not surprisingly, especially pervasive. 
An individual's chances of attending post-secondary school appeared 
to be considerably increased if his parents viewed positively the 
prospect of their sons or daughters pursuing education beyond the high 
school level. A boy who continued his education following graduation 
illustrates quite dramatically the influence of the home in helping to 
determine whether or not an individual attends post-secondary school 
when he says: 
I think the home influence has much to do with a person 
continuing his schooling. Many students who I knew per- 
sonally might have continued if it had not been for their 
parents’ utter lack of interest or ignorance in not allow- 
ing enough time for the student to study in proper surroundings. 
Also, the matter can be reversed where the parents try to 
decide for the student what he will do. For example, a 
parent insisted that his child should attend university when 
actually he would have been much more suited to technical 
or vocational training. The end result was a dropout. 
3. School Related Factors 
High School Program 
The high school programs taken by noncontinuing, interrupting, 


and continuing students are shown in Tables 54 to 56. Highly significant 


differences in high school program existed among the total groups and 
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all of the subgroups, with the exception of the small city and town males. 

Noncontinuing students were much less likely than interrupting 
and continuing students to have taken a matriculation program in high 
school. In terms of the total groups, for example, only 39.0% of the 
noncontinuing graduates, as compared to 82.5% of the interrupting and 
87.1% of the continuing graduates, had taken matriculation programs. 
These proportions tended to be upheld for the males, the females, and 
all of the other subgroups. 

Some clear cut differences were found between noncontinuing 
males and females with regard to the programs they had taken in high 
school. Half of the noncontinuing boys had graduated from either a 
general or a vocational program, as compared with only 13.9% of the non- 
continuing girls. A great many more girls than boys, on the other hand, 
had taken business programs. Close to half of the girls and only 11.42 
of the boys had been enrolled in such a course. 

Attitude Toward Academic Aspect of High School 

In general, noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
students did not differ appreciably with regard to their attitude toward 
the academic aspect of their high school years. The majority in the 
three total groups and all of the subgroups tended to evaluate rather 
positively this aspect of their high school experience. (see Tables 57 
to 59) For example, in terms of the total groups, 59.2% of the noncontinuing, 
55.1% of the interrupting, and 56.9% of the continuing students indicated 
either that they were enthusiastic about or interested in the academic 
side of high school. On the other hand, only 8.3% of the noncontinuing, 
8.6% of the interrupting, and 13.9% of the continuing groups said that 


they disliked this aspect of high school. The proportions indicating 
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either a positive or a negative view with regard to academics tended to 
be upheld throughout the subgroups, with the exception of the small city 
and town students. In this subgroup, significant differences existed 
among noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing students. Noncontinuing 
and interrupting students from small cities and towns tended to evaluate 
more positively the academic phase of high school. About 63% of the 
noncontinuing and 71.4% of the interrupting graduates said that they 
were enthusiastic about or interested in the academic aspect of high 
school, as compared to 54.5% of the continuing graduates. 
Overall Feeling Concerning High School Experience 

There were no significant differences among the total groups 
and the subgroups of noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing youth 
in terms of their overall evaluation of their high school experience. 
(see Tables 60 and 61) The large majority in all three groups tended to 
have a generally positive evaluation of their high school years. In terms 
of the total groups, for example, 91.8% of the noncontinuing, 86.3% of 
the interrupting, and 83.4% of the continuing students said either that 
they "Really enjoyed high school" or that "High school was all right". 
Some interesting differences were found between the males and females in 
the noncontinuing and continuing groups with regard to the proportions 
reporting that they ''Really enjoyed high school". While 53.2% of the 
noncontinuing girls and 53.9% of the continuing girls checked this 
response, only 30.2% of the noncontinuing boys and 17.7% of the continuing 
boys said that they really enjoyed high school. Approximately equal 
proportions, about 40%, of interrupting males and females checked this 


response. 
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LL 
Information Concerning Opportunities For Further Education 

Significant differences existed among the total groups of non- 
continuing, interrupting, and continuing students and the female, large 
city, and large city female subgroups in terms of the question concerning 
information about post-high school educational opportunities. (see Tables 
62 to 64) Generally, substantially high proportions in all three 
categories had been informed about the opportunities for post-secondary 
education at some time during high school. However, noncontinuing 
students tended to be, on the whole, less well informed than were in- 
terrupting and continuing students. For example, for the total groups, 
74.8% of the noncontinuing, 84.5% of the interrupting, and 89.9% of the 
continuing graduates said that they had been informed about educational 
opportunities beyond high school. While roughly equal proportions, 
about 90%, of continuing males and females had been informed about post- 
graduation educational possibilities, considerable differences existed 
between the boys and the girls in the noncontinuing and interrupting 
groups. That is, the boys tended to be relatively better informed than 
the girls. About 86% of the noncontinuing boys, as compared with 68.4% 
of the noncontinuing girls, and 93.3% of the interrupting boys, as 
compared with 75.0% of the interrupting girls, said that they had been 
exposed to information concerning educational opportunities beyond the 
high school level. 

It appears that small city and town students in all three 
groups were particularly well informed. Close to 90% of the noncontinuing, 
85.7% of the interrupting, and 93.2% of the continuing students from 
small cities and towns indicated that they had been informed about post- 


high school educational opportunities. 
























ca 





Ah about TTS} hl enks te 0" Be : : 
—1on te etylsg Lst03-sd0 gnome baat a 
agvol ,o.dne? ety oni at peak sd 2 grtuntinga baw igus aeaoaae 
gniataosem nots euitp et io, ames at nquougdbe af emet yito sqiod hae aake 
eyidsT 205} eabasquszoqqe Lambitssubs Looe dariiavate: soln sobametanat 
seviig Els. al svoteroqoyg dard. ehtaroaasedua je hiatenee (9.09 88 
Yrebses4e-dgog tot sets tau txcqge edt syode bemsolgt asad bod etebaegenen 
gsatuntsaosnon  ievewo foodse data gatteb amhs saan 22 cobsteoube 
-nt ayew aad’ bemyotal Liew eas! , alow of ao , 40 oF bohod dante 7 
,atvery Ladys 20) 10?..,algapxe sol vinubyie girtonisoeg bre antaqernes 
ait Yo *2.0@ bes” ,aritqusto%et edt To 12.08 .gakwrivepenes sma 3e reat 
iproetiestibs Jueda bemtaln: need bin veil Jets ‘blige eotantuytdy gi tentsaen - 
,adaleyouosg feups vidguor afin ce digtd baoved aelntmapegee 
-yaeq auods bemreint sed bed edfene? bom 2&2. en gnieekaneg bi) 208 tude 
batvaine esogeisitib sidaxbirenoo ,asitil idissoq lecosiezubs sobsevbany 
asiigextesat lnmw gclonttaosnorm ssiz ci ziate sly Bae eyed ene anual ; 
shay beryotut istved vievissler +) os babhas ayad oft . eb Gee? -seeeee = 
FA,.88 asae beveqmo 26 .eyod gmiuilonoonon of) Th Ref swodAa -aletg aff 
ae (eiod gatiqus=asal odd fo. SCC? bac, eiaty aolunkangonce. ate ae 
0. Wand ails Gino jeicte aoxigurioans ‘wt Yo ROAM cone bana 











132 





cyo'=d i °PZ)SC‘“‘«‘LZ': ELK 


C 
roe [oreo wr 


zt | 6°88 | vz] t-98 | z9}oros | xz | 2°69 | 4s 
| pe fete [ets [et « [w]e [st zt 


yA 
sar 
—nut uo) 






















AT) e84ae7 


(TVUNY GNV ‘NMOL GNV ALIO 'TTVWWS SALIO BOUV1) 
ZNOILVONGA UNOA ONINNIINOD WOA SAILINALIYOddO INOGVY AAWHOANI WHAD NOA AYAM 
*TOOHOS HDIH NI SYM NOA NAHM :OL SINSAGNLIS DSNINNIINOO ANV SONILGNYARINI ‘ONINNIINOONON JO SHSNOdSAY 


€9 ATavVL 









of} 0 -O0T ICS “oor or | 0"oot] ry 0°OOT sct{o"oor| es| 
S 


O°Sc iZ = ae roa ae 8s dd vate) c 2 Eto TL Lopt it ys St 6 
OGL {Tle | 9°89. 12S. eGR S ass. | CecG aco iy 98 eKBEenG SE [SCL |s 7s 67 
x |x] xz |x| sis [ait ea 


SUT 
—nutjuo9 









Pema 
Sut 
—NUTAUOD | 





(SATVWaA GNV ‘SATWW *‘SdNOuD TVLOL) 
ZNOLLVONGH UNOA DNINNIINOD YOA SAILINALYOddO LNOGVY CAWHOANI WHAT NOA AYM 
*TOOHOS HDSIH NI AYHM NOA NAHM :OL SINAANLS SNINNIINOO GNV ‘ONILANYYRINI ‘ONINNIINOONON JO SHSNOdSAY 


c9 FTAVL 


f AOOY DETIUTTUGS fi ROL 2aITT 
: (es Ant MA 201m , 


a -“" = ee 
2(Bo1D 


—— 


SAMO ee 





133 


ON 


SOx 


seTeumag AITO o81e7 





(SHTVWHA ALIO ZOUVT) ENOILVONGH UNOA ONIANILNOO 


YOA SHILINALIYOddO LNOGY GAWYOANI WHAT NOA AAaM “IOOHOS HOIH 
NI FYZM NOA NAHM:OL SINACALS DNINNIINOO GNV ‘ONILdUAYYAINI “ONIANIINOONON dO SASNOdSHY 


79 HTaVL 








: os = = © ed ae a aS 
a 7 = a 7 A. 


> 


¥ 


134 


Finally, it seems that continuing girls from large cities were 
very much better informed than were large city noncontinuing and inter- 
rupting girls. While 90.22 of the girls who continued their education 
had been informed about post-high school educational opportunities, only 
64.2% of the noncontinuing and 55.6% of the interrupting girls had 
received such information. 

Student's Opinion of the Adequacy of the Guidance Department 

There were no significant differences among the total groups, 
or any of the subgroups of noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
students in terms of their opinion of the adequacy of their guidance 
departments in helping most people to decide what to do following high 
school graduation. (see Tables 65 and 66) In terms of the total groups, 
45.5% of the noncontinuing, 47.4% of the interrupting, and 51.1% of the 
continuing students said that their guidance departments had been either 
"Of little help" or "No help at all" to most people. The males in the 
three groups generally were more negative than the females in their 
evaluation of guidance facilities. Half of the noncontinuing, 60.0% of 
the interrupting, and 56.4% of the continuing boys said that their 
guidance departments had been either "Of little help" or "No help at all" 
to most people. The corresponding percentages for the girls were 43.1%, 
33.3%, and 46.8% respectively. 

On the more positive side, 38.2% of the noncontinuing, 29.82 
of the interrupting, and 34.5% of the continuing groups felt that their 
guidance departments had been "Quite helpful" in assisting most students 
to decide what to do following high school graduation. 

As can be seen in Table 65, some students checked the "Other" 


alternative. Virtually all of these students reported that there had 
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been no guidance department in their schools. It is interesting to 

note that while only about 8% of the noncontinuing and 9% of the continuing 
groups checked this response, almost 16% of the interrupting students 

said that there had been no guidance services in their schools. 

Individuals in the noncontinuing, interrupting, and continuing 
groups were also asked to evaluate the adequacy of their guidance depart- 
ments in assisting them to decide what to do after high school graduation. 
(see Tables 67 to 69) 

Only the large city females in the three groups differed signif- 
icantly in their evaluations. In terms of the total groups, 60.2% of the 
noncontinuing, 54.5% of the interrupting,and 54.6% of the continuing 
graduates claimed that their guidance departments had been either "Of 
little help" or "No help at all" in assisting them to decide what to do 
after high school graduation. While the proportions of noncontinuing 
males and females checking these two responses were about the same as 
that for the total group of noncontinuing students, considerable differences 
were found to exist between interrupting and continuing boys and girls. 
Exactly 60% of the interrupting boys, as compared with 48.1% of the 
interrupting girls, and 58.0% of the continuing boys, as compared with 
52.0% of the continuing girls, reported that their guidance services had 
been of little or no help to them in deciding what to do after graduation. 

Only 22.0% of the noncontinuing, 17.5% of the interrupting, and 
20.1% of the continuing groups said that their guidance department had 
been "Quite helpful" to them. 

Finally, noncontinuing large city females had a relatively 
more negative view of their guidance services than did interrupting or 


continuing large city females. For example, 68.6% of the noncontinuing, 
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62.5% of the interrupting, and 58.6% of the continuing large city girls 
claimed that their guidance departments had been of little or no help 
to them. 

With regard to the figures quoted above, it is interesting to 
observe that students in all three groups generally considered their 
guidance department to be more helpful to other people than to themselves. 

Staff Encouragement 

Definite differences existed between noncontinuing, interrupting, 
and continuing students in terms of the amount of encouragement they had 
received from school staff to continue their education following high 
school graduation. Although only the total groups and the female, large 
city, and large city female subgroups differed significantly in the amounts 
of encouragement they received, differences in the remaining subgroups, 
although not as pronounced, were notable. (see Tables 70 to 72) 

In general, it seems that noncontinuing students did not receive 
nearly as much staff encouragement to attend post-secondary school as did 
students who interrupted or continued their education. By the same token, 
interrupting graduates received less encouragement to go on than did 
continuing graduates. In terms of the total groups, 34.1% of the non- 
continuing, 53.4% of the interrupting, and 64.0% of the continuing students 
said that they had received either "A great deal" or a "Fair amount" of 
encouragement. 

Among the males, 38.7% of the noncontinuing, 60.0% of the 
interrupting, and 62.9% of the continuing boys reported that they had 
received either "A great deal" or a "Fair amount" of staff encouragement 
to continue their education at a post-secondary institution. The 
corresponding percentages for the girls were 31.6%, 46.4%, and 65.02 


respectively. 
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Among the rural subgroup, it appears that noncontinuing 
individuals received considerably more encouragement to continue than did 
individuals from other subgroups. Just over 60% of rural noncontinuing 
students, as compared with 57.1% of the interrupting and 82.6% of the 
continuing students, indicated that they had received either "A great 
deal" or a "Fair amount" of encouragement. It should be remembered, 
however, that these percentages are based on relatively small numbers 
of people. 

Some interesting differences existed between noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing students in terms of the sources of the 
encouragement they received to attend post-secondary school. While the 
teachers generally tended to be most frequently mentioned by all three 
groups, interrupting and continuing students tended to mention them 
more frequently than noncontinuing students as the source of the most 
encouragement. (see Tables 73 and 74) In terms of the total groups, 
45.0% of the noncontinuing, 65.2% of the interrupting, and 59.5% of the 
continuing graduates said that the teachers were the source of the most 
encouragement. Considerably more noncontinuing than interrupting or 
continuing students, on the other hand, mentioned the school counsellor 
as the source from which the greatest amount of encouragement was received. 
For the total groups, 38.7% of the noncontinuing students, as compared 
with 26.1% of the interrupting and only 18.9% of the continuing students, 
said that thecounsellors had been their primary source of encouragement. 

The noncontinuing students from large cities differed from 
the total group: of graduates who did not continue. The majority of 
noncontinuing students from large cities reported that the schoolcounsellor, 


rather than the teachers, had been their primary source of encouragement. 
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The percentage of students reporting counsellors as the main source of 
encouragement was 54.3% and the percentage reporting teachers as the 
main source was 41.32, 

In the tables for this factor, it can be seen that some individ- 
uals checked the "Other" category. Virtually all of these students 
reported that they had received most of their encouragement from a 
combination of school staff. 

Participation in Extra Curricular Activities 

In general, considerable differences were found to exist between 
noncontinuing students and students who interrupted or continued their 
education in terms of the extent to which they participated in extra- 
curricular activities. (see Tables 75 and 76) The response distributions 
of the total groups and the female and rural subgroups to the extra- 
curricular activity item were significantly different. Furthermore, the 
trend established in these different distributions tended to prevail in 
the distributions of the remaining subgroups. 

The noncontinuing students apparently did not participate as 
extensively in extra-curricular activities as did students in the other 
groups. For the total groups, 33.4% of the noncontinuing, 51.8% of the 
interrupting, and 540% of the continuing students indicated either that 
they spent "A great deal of time" or "A lot of time" on extra-curricular 
activities. The proportions of noncontinuing males and females checking 
either of these responses were approximately the same as that for the 
total group of noncontinuing students. However, considerable differences 
existed between interrupting and continuing males and females. The males 
in both groups participated a good deal less than the females in extra- 


curricular activities. About 43% of the interrupting boys, as compared 
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with 60.7% of the interrupting girls, and 48.4% of the continuing boys, 
as compared with 58.5% of the continuing girls, said that they had 
spent either a lot or a considerable amount of time in extra-curricular 
activities. 

Influence of Friends 

Highly significant differences were found between noncontinuing, 
interrupting, and continuing students in terms of the numbers of their 
close friends who continued their education immediately following high 
school graduation. (see Tables 77 to 79) It seems that noncontinuing 
graduates generally had the fewest number of close friends who continued 
their education,while continuing students had the largest number of close 
friends who also continued. Interrupting graduates tended to have an 
intermediate number of close friends who attended post-secondary school 
immediately after graduating from high school. 

In terms of the total groups,23.0%0f the noncontinuing students, 
as compared to 44.8% of the interrupting and 62.4% of the continuing 
students, reported that nearly all or most of their close friends had 
continued their education. About 28% of the noncontinuing boys, 43.3% 
of the interrupting boys, and 56.5% of the continuing boys said that 
nearly all or most of their close friends had continued their education. 
The corresponding percentages for the females were 20.3%, 46.4%, and 
67.1% respectively. 

Great differences generally existed between noncontinuing 
graduates and graduates who interrupted or continued their education in 
terms of the distributions of their responses to the question, "Did the 
decision of your close friends influence the decision you made concerning 


post-high school plans?" The noncontinuing individuals were apparently 
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much less influenced by their close friends than were interrupting and 
continuing individuals. (see Tables 80 to 82) In terms of the total 
groups, 81.8% of the noncontinuing, 60.3% of the interrupting, and 56.1% 
of the continuing students said that they had not been influenced at all 
by their close friends in making their post-high school plans. For the 
males in the three groups, 83.7% of the noncontinuing, as compared to 
56.7% of the interrupting and 51.6% of the continuing boys, said that 
they had not been influenced at all by their close friends. The 
corresponding percentages for the girls in the three groups were 80.82, 
64.3%, and 59.7% respectively. 

While the proportions of noncontinuing males and females 
indicating that they had either been considerably influenced or slightly 
influenced by their close friends were about equal, fairly substantial 
differences occurred among the boys and the girls in the interrupting 
and continuing groups. It seems that the boys were more influenced by 
their close friends than were girls. For example, 43.3% of the interrupting 
boys, as compared to 35.7% of the interrupting girls, indicated that they 
had been greatly or slightly influenced by their close friends in making 


their post-high school plans. 


Discussion 

One of the most important findings with regard to the school 
related factors was that substantial numbers of noncontinuing, interrupting, 
and continuing graduates claimed that their guidance departments had been 
of little or no help in assisting to decide what to do following high 
school graduation. It seems that this attitude probably arose not so 


much from a lack of information concerning post-high school educational 
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opportunities as it did from an apparent lack of interest in the students 
as individual human beings. In addition to being told in a straight- 
forward way what the possibilities for continuing with education beyond 
the high school level are, students seem to want counsellors and 
teachers alike to first take an interest in them as people and, secondly, 
to make them aware of the opportunities for further education. This 
need for individual, human attention was emphatically pointed out by a 
student who delayed entry into a post-secondary institution. Concerning 
the role of the guidance department, he said: 

I would like to see the guidance department changed so that 

the counsellors treat you more like an individual. I would 

like to see them become more interested with your problems, 

your present situation, and your future plans instead of 

being treated like a registered number with a future plan 

of a, b or c. I feel this would help a great many students 

in coming closer to deciding what they are going to do after 

graduation. 
Referring more generally to counsellors and teachers, a student who did 
not attend post-secondary school remarked: 

I sincerely feel that if more stress was put on the importance 

of having interested counsellors and teachers, the teenagers 

of today would find school twenty times as interesting and I 

am sure that many, many more would decide to go to university 


or some other form of higher education. 


4. The Financial Factor 


Influence of Money in the Decision Concerning Post- 
Secondary School 


Noncontinuing and interrupting students were asked if a lack 
of money had kept them from continuing their education immediately 
after high school graduation. No significant difference was found to 
exist between the two groups in terms of their responses to this 
question. Generally, the majority of both the noncontinuing and the 


interrupting students indicated that a lack of finances had not prevented 
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them from attending post-secondary school. (see Tables 83 and 84) For 
the total groups, 73.0% of the noncontinuing and 68.4% of the interrupting 
students responded in this way. The noncontinuing males and females did 
not differ greatly in terms of their responses, with 75.0% of the boys 

and 71.8% of the girls claiming that a lack of money had not prevented 
them from continuing their education. Considerable differences were 
found, however, between interrupting males and females, with 76.72% of 

the boys and 59.3% of the girls reporting that the financial factor was 
not responsible for their not continuing at a post-secondary institution 
following high school graduation. 

Individuals in the noncontinuing and interrupting groups were 
asked to indicate the extent to which they could have managed financially 
had they decided to attend post-secondary school. A rather surprisingly 
large number of students said that they would not have had too much 
difficulty in financing further education. (see Tables 85 and 86) In 
terms of the total groups, 43.8% of the noncontinuing and 44.82% of the 
interrupting students reported either that they "Could have managed 
easily" or that they "Could have managed without too much difficulty". 
Considerable differences existed between the boys and girls in the two 
groups. Just over half of the noncontinuing boys, as compared with 
39.2% of the noncontinuing girls, and 53.3% of the interrupting boys, 
as compared with 35.7% of the interrupting girls, said either that they 
"Could have managed easily" or that they "Could have managed without too 
much difficulty". 

It is interesting to compare the extent to which noncontinuing 
and interrupting students could have managed to finance further education 


with the extent to which continuing students actually did manage to pay 
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the cost of post-secondary school. (see Table 87) The continuing 
graduates obviously had relatively little trouble in managing financially. 
Just over 82% of the total continuing group said either that they 
managed easily or that they managed without too much difficulty. 
Continuing boys and girls did not differ appreciably in the extent to 
which they managed financially. 
Amount Needed To Continue 

Those noncontinuing and interrupting students who indicated 
that a lack of money had kept them from continuing their education were 
asked how much, in addition to savings on hand, they would have needed 
to attend post-secondary school. In general, the financial need of both 
groups was substantial and individuals who interrupted their education 
tended to be in greater need of funds than individuals who did not 
continue. (see Tables 88 and 89) For the total groups, 64.7% of the 
noncontinuing and 80.0% of the interrupting students reported that they 
would have needed either enough to pay "All my expenses" or "Most of my 
expenses" to continue with education beyond the high school level. Males 
and females in the noncontinuing group differed considerably from males 
and females in the interrupting group. For example, 63.6% of the non- 
continuing boys, as compared to 77.7% of the interrupting boys, and 
65.2% of the noncontinuing girls, as compared to 81.8% of the interrupting 
girls, said that they would have needed either enough to pay all or most 
of their expenses to continue their education. 

Graduates who continued their education were asked how much 
they had needed, in addition to savings on hand, to attend post- 
secondary school. It appears that the financial need of these students 


had been substantial, although not as pronounced as the financial need 
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of the noncontinuing and interrupting students. Just over half of the 
continuing group reported that they had needed enough to pay either all 
or most of their expenses. Girls who continued their education were in 
greater need of financial backing than were boys who did the same. For 
example, 60.0% of the continuing girls, as compared to 45.0% of the 
continuing boys, had needed enough to pay all or most of their education 
expenses. (see Table 90) 
Parental Financial Support 

Noncontinuing students generally tended not to differ signif- 
icantly from students who interrupted their education in the extent to 
which their parents would have assisted in financing their education at 
the post-secondary level. In general, the majority in both groups could, 
apparently, have received at least some financial backing from their 
parents. (see Tables 91 to 93) In terms of the total groups, just over 
half of the noncontinuing and 58.9% of the interrupting graduates claimed 
that their parents would have paid half or more of their expenses. 
Differences existed among the males but not the females in the two groups. 
While 47.7% of the noncontinuing boys reported that their parents would 
have paid half or more of their expenses, 60.1% of the interrupting boys 
reported this degree of parental financial support. The corresponding 
percentages for the girls were 55.2% and 57.7% respectively. 

In the rural subgroups, significant differences were found to 
exist between noncontinuing and interrupting females. The girls who 
did not. continue could have counted on considerably more financial 
backing than girls who interrupted their education. Seven tenths of the 
rural noncontinuing girls, as compared to half of the interrupting girls, 


claimed that their parents would have paid half or more of their expenses 
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for further education. 

Those graduates who continued their education received substan- 
tial financial backing from their parents to pursue education at the 
post-secondary level. For example, 57.4% of the total continuing group 
reported that their parents had paid half or more of their expenses. 

(see Table 94) Continuing boys differed from continuing girls in the 
extent to which their parents had supported them. Almost two thirds of 
the girls, as compared to 48.3% of the boys, said that their parents 


had paid half or more than half of their expenses. 


Willingness of Noncontinuing and Interruptin Students To 
Accept a Scholarship 


Marked differences existed between noncontinuing and inter- 
rupting graduates in terms of how willing they would have been, following 
high school graduation, to accept a scholarship and/or grant to continue 
their education. The distributions of the total groups and the female 
and large city female subgroups’ responses to this item differed 
significantly and the pattern established in these distributions tended 
to be preserved throughout the remaining subgroups. (see tables 95 to 97) 
While the majority of both the noncontinuing and interrupting students 
generally would have reacted in a positive way to such an offer, those 
who delayed entry into a post-secondary institution would have been 
decidedly more receptive to the idea. In terms of the total groups, 
62.0% of the noncontinuing and 87.5% of the interrupting students in- 
dicated that they either certainly or probably would have accepted, 
following high school graduation, a scholarship or grant to continue 
their education. While the male and female noncontinuing students did 


not differ greatly in their willingness to accept a scholarship or grant, 
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the same was not true of the males and females who interrupted their 
education. Almost 60% of the noncontinuing boys and 64.1% of the non- 
continuing girls said that they would either certainly or probably have 
accepted such assistance to continue, while 78.6% of the interrupting 
boys and 96.5% of the interrupting girls indicated this degree of 
receptiveness to the idea. 

The difference between the noncontinuing and interrupting 
large city girls was especially pronounced. All of the interrupting 
and only 60.8% of the noncontinuing girls in this subgroup said that 
they would either certainly or probably have accepted a scholarship 
or grant to attend post-secondary school. 

Knowledge of Available Financial Assistance 

One of the most important matters with which the present study 
concerned itself had to do with the extent to which students in the non- 
continuing, interrupting, and continuing groups were aware of financial 
assistance that was available to them to attend post-secondary school. 
Significant differences existed in the distributions of the total groups 
and the large city and rural female subgroups' responses to the item 
concerning awareness of financial aid. It seems that, in general, non- 
continuing graduates were less aware of financial assistance possibilities 
than were interrupting and continuing graduates. By the same token, 
interrupting students had less awareness than did continuing students 
in this regard. (see Tables 98 and 100) For the total groups, 50.0% 
of the noncontinuing, 57.1% of the interrupting, and 70, 1.002. the 
continuing individuals reported either that they knew exactly or had a 
fair idea about the assistance that might have been available to them, 


The proportions of boys and girls in the noncontinuing and continuing 
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groups indicating this degree of awareness were about the same. A 
notable difference existed, however, between the males and females who 
interrupted their education, with the boys being less aware than the 
girls of possible sources of assistance. Half of the interrupting 
boys andabout two thirds of the interrupting girls claimed that they 
knew exactly or had a fair idea about the types of financial aid at 
their disposal. 
Discussion 

It would seem that the financial factor contributed to the 
noncontinuance or interruption of some students. Although lack of 
funds was probably directly responsible for some students interrupting 
or not continuing their education, it appears that most students could 
have financed further education through a combination of parental 
financial assistance, savings from part-time jobs and summer earnings, 
and funds that might have been available to them through such agencies 
as The Students Assistance Board. 

It is rather alarming, however, that a great many students 
had only a vague idea about, or were not aware of, any financial assistance 
that might have been available to them to continue their education. 
Perhaps if more students were made aware of possible sources of finan- 
cial aid a good many of them would, with some encouragement, pursue 
education at the post-secondary level. It may be argued that if a 
student really wants to continue his education he will find out what 
financial assistance is available to him. This may be true for some or 
even many students. However, too much responsibility for discovering 


possible financial help may well be left to students. 
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The financial assistance program in Alberta has been, and 
very helpful in assisting needy students to attend post- 


school. As one graduate who continued his education pointed 


The government loan program for students is an extremely 
good scheme. I am very happy I could get one otherwise 

I would not have been able to continue my schooling. The 
interest rates are very low and the time allowed in paying 
back the loan is long enough to give students some earning 
time. 


It is unfortunate that so many noncontinuing and interrupting 


graduates had only a vague idea or no knowledge at all about such a 


program. 
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CHAPTER V 


IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


In the introduction to this study, it was proposed that post- 
secondary education is very important to the welfare of the individual 
and to the development of the society of which he forms a part. If this 
contention is a valid one, it should cause some degree of alarm to 
find that approximately one quarter of the total number of students 
included in this study have not continued their education since high 
school graduation in 1967. The fact that half of these individuals 
reported intentions to continue their education at some future time 
is not particularly consoling, since it has been repeatedly demonstrated 
that a substantial number of students a not fulfil their plans for 
education beyond the high school level. Such being the case, it is 
important that action be taken prior to high school graduation to 
facilitate sound long range decision making on the part of students. The 
findings of this study suggest some positive steps that can be taken in 
the direction of helping more young people to take advantage of post- 
secondary education opportunities. These steps are: 

1) In addition to making available to all high school students 
accurate information concerning post-secondary educational opportunities, 
counsellors and teachers should; make a real effort to help a student 
realize that he is an individual human being with his own interests, 
abilities, and potentialities. It may be that guidance programs have 
tended to be too much vocationally oriented -- to the neglect of 


the student as a person concerned with more than merely fitting 
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into a complex occupational structure. There were some strong indica- 
tions in this study that information concerning opportunities for 
further education is a necessary but clearly not sufficient condition 
for maximizing the likelihood that a particular individual will attend 
post-secondary school. 

2) Since the majority of noncontinuing graduates in this 
study made their decision concerning education beyond high school 
either in grade twelve or shortly after graduation, this period should 
be regarded as a rather critical time during which special efforts ought 
to be made to assist students in planning their futures. The guidance 
and encouragement received at this time could well have a very important 
effect on what an individual does with regard to continuing his education 
following completion of high school. 

3) In view of the finding that half of the noncontinuing 
students in this study were only vaguely aware of or had no idea about 
financial aid possibilities, it is recommended that further attempts be 
made to better inform high school students, well before they graduate, 
of sources of financial assistance. Though there is no direct evidence, 
it may well be that some of the noncontinuing students might have attended 
post-secondary institutions if they had been more than only vaguely 
aware of financial aid possibilities. Although the extent to which parents 
were aware of financial assistance was not examined in this study, it is 
recommended that continuing efforts be made to inform parents of the 
assistance that is available to their sons or daughters to help finance 
education at the post-secondary level. 

In the opinion of the writer, teachers and counsellors can 


often be instrumental in motivating students to continue their education 
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after high school graduation. Of course, parents are in perhaps the 
best positon to foster an interest in post-secondary education in 

their children. In the opinion of the writer, the school can do more 
than it is currently doing in helping parents to be aware of educational 
opportunities available to their children. While the ultimate decision 
concerning education beyond the high school level must be left to the 
individual, the help and encouragement of sincerely interested parents, 
teachers, and counsellors could go a long way in facilitating sound and 


confident educational decision making on the part of students. 
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STUDY OF FACTORS RELATED TO 
POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANS 


Department of Education 
Government of Alberta 
1969 


A The Return Mail Card Asking Students What They Did Regarding 
Post-Secondary Education Following High School Graduation 


The following categories represent the possible routes taken by those who 
graduated from Alberta high schools in June of 1967. Please check the 
category that is applicable to you. 


[] 1. I continued my education at the post-high school level in 
September of 1967, 
Please specify: Institution 
Program 


iy 2. 1 continued my education at the post-high school level after 
staying out of school for some time. 
Please specify: Institution now attending 
Program 
Date of registration 


[_] 3. I have not continued with education at the post-high school level 
since high school graduation. 
Please specify: Current activity 


[| 4. Other (Please specify) 


On the space provided could you please indicate your present mailing address 
and your phone number. 


Present Mailing Address: 


Phone Number: 


o — bouy 
ghia wy 


—— 1 nanaet 


a) 
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asetbin gotitem ic 
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QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS COMMON TO THE NONCONTINUING, INTERRUPTING, AND 


CONTINUING GROUPS 


Please check the choice at the right which applies to 


1. 


Ade 


ce 


4. 


Na 


Sex: 


a) 
b) 


Male ° e ° ° © o © o o ° ° ° © e ° ° ° 
Female e e e e © ° © ° ° ° ° o 6 e e e 
Age at time of graduation from high school: 
Fifteen e e e e ° ° ° ° ° ° e ° e ° e o 
Sixteen ° °e ° e e e ° ° ° © e ° e e © e 
SEMETILCGUsa «ahmed so 8068 eel ek 8 
Eighteen ° ° o e ° e o ° © ° ° e ° ° e 
Nine z een e ° ° ° ° ° e ° ° ° e e ° ° e © 
Twen Gy, ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° e e e ° e e 


Marital status at time of 


Education 


a) 
b) 


1) 
Comments: 


Education 


i) 


Comments: 


Over twenty e 6 ° o ° ° ° ° ° e ° ° © ° 


your situation. 


° © ° © e 


° ° ° ° ° 


° e e ° e 


e ° e ° ° 


oe Ee ee er ee ae ee ee 
Mapriad s.@sbaes 6 ae a ee ae we HEL 
a hey ea es aay ee ea ee ee ee ee ea 
DIWOECOG se cial) o 6 Fe a 
Ce EEE ee See en ee eee ae Te ie er oe 
of father: (Mark highest level attained). 
GradagvniyesDr- LegSenaeinnn +faisos « © » 
SOME ase SCHOOL 9G) bod ec es aol oe ee 
Graduated from high school ..... . 
Business, technical or trade training 


Some university work, including teacher 
Graduated from university ... . .« « « 
Holds more than one university degree . 
Other, or combination of these 

(Please specify under "comments") .. . 
Canltoanewer, or nor S0Te . 6 4 °a-* & 3 


) o 1) ° ° 


training. 


e e ° e ° 


© ° © ° ° 


of mother: (Mark highest level attained). 
Creda riine. OF ese ova) ke eas ee ee Sf 
Some high school ... .» ha oe ee 
Graduated from high sense! a oe eae 


Business, technical or trade training . 
Some university work, including teacher 
Graduated from university . . . « o o .» 
Holds more than one university degree . 
Other, or combination of these 

(Please specify under "comments") .. . 
Cari.t anawer; or not sure-.°.. ces 


training. 


° ° e ° e 


| 


(1) 


(2) 


TET TT 


ETT EL TT 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(8) 
(9) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(8) 
(9) 
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6. 


Occupation of father: 


a) 


b) 


c) 


Type of program taken in high school: 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 


Profession (lawyer, doctor, banker, teacher, 


minister, dentist, etc.) 


e e ® oe e © e eo J © 


Owns or manages business (store, gas station or 
garage, photography or barber shop, insurance 

Beeney nereleor Gales CbCy) «5 i400 tate ce te he he he Os 
Office worker (bookkeeper, cashier, dee clerk, 


etc. ) e ® e ° e e ° ° ° 


Sales (insurance, real estate, retail pecs etc). 


Owns or manages farm. . 


e e © e e ° e © ) ° e 


Skilled tradesman (carpenter, electrician, 
machinist, ece. ) e e e e e ° e ° e e e ° ° e e ° 
Factory worker (laborer, farm laborer, janitor) 


Other (be specific) .. 


e e e e ° © © ° ° ® e 


(write in name of specific occupation) 


Matra culatzon Sar. .% 
GHGs Beis ee eres bes 
Vorat 1 One Lewes sues) ste 
Business education... 
Other (please specify) . 


° © © ® ° © e e e e 


© ° e e ° ° ° © oe ° 6 


° e L) e ° e e e ° e ° 


e ° e J) © e ° ° ° ® J 


Into which of the following categories did your average on 
fall? 


Grade 12 


a) 
b) 
oh 
d) 


departmental examinations 


40-49 2 (C) «se ee s 
BU=G40 2 (Bye et « G8 

Beery oe. (A) a hows « 
Rec sor over (bh) »« s « « 


° 


° 


Did you really want to continue your 


school? 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 


Comments: 


e e e e ° ° © e ° ° © 
e e e ec e e © ° e e 
e e e e 6 ° © e ° 


e ° e e ° ° e ° ° e e 


education after high 


I wanted very much to continue... ; ‘ 
I felt that it would have been good to ae Ons. 4s 


IeWas inditterent .°).°% 


° © 6 ° © ° e e ° ° 


I didn't really want to continue ..... . » 
Other (please explain under comments) .... » 
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(1) 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(6) 
(7) 
(8) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 





10. 


Ls 


12. 


APS 


heh 


Some students say they were excited about the academic (i.e. 
course work) aspect of high school while others claim that this 
phase of high school didn't appeal to them at all. How would 
you describe your feelings in this regard? 


SB) Wewacrenthustastic about Ltr. oi.) ws eel ah eh oh ale (i) 

Hi AHR UMPe TER Cod Une St 9 ti ah ch ao ot ot oo ah 0) oF oh (2) 

BE) SOVReM indie rerenty COME 16 a eo eh ee oh et wet ahs (3) 

Oy Sis eatikocrice: PRAG Getty SON Gm (4) 

Bh Westronelyealedtked Lt, SO ee et oh a oF s (5) 

f) Other (please explain under comments) . . . « « + (6) 
Comments: 


Which of the following best describes your overall feeling 
about your high school experience? 


a) I really enjoyed high school and missed it after 
graquation. « . « es : gs is ah is : ne (1) 
b) High school was Nall right" but ni didn' t miss 


it very much after graduation... é a (2) 
c) I felt rather indifferent about my high BcWeS? 
UC : : Oe eee Ce eee (3) 
d) I did not enjoy high Banat Te oe oe ee a pe ee Pa (4) 
e) Other (please explain under comments) . .. =. - (5) 
Comments: 
Some students have said that they spoke a great deal to 
their parents about continuing their education after high 
school while others say that they spoke hardly at all to their 
parents about this matter. Which of the following best describes 
your situation? 
a) I spent a lot of time discussing this matter 
Witw nye parentaes Fh Be PSE Ss. Pe Me Bete os (1) 
b) I spent a considerable amount of time talking 
peel pmeb ge ee a a ae a ee i (2) 
c) I spent only a small amount of time talking to 
Giemsa nase aa. We es eee ee a er ee ea (3) 
d) I did not Heide the matter with my parents . ., (4) 


Comments: 


How did your parents feel about the possibility of your continuing 
at the post-secondary level? My parents: 


a) insisted that I continue .. ..s.«. +» « «© « » (1) 
b) wanted me to continue . . » «© «+ «© © © © © © © © (2) 
c) were indifferent to my continuing . . © » + » « « (3) 
d) didn't want me to continue ..- © « « © « © « « (4) 
e) wouldn't allow me to continue . . «© o «© © » » « « (5) 
f) left the decision entirely up to me . «+ © « » « (6) 
g) Other (please explain under Wrsmerta) » s/ains. w! is (7) 


Comments: 
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16. 


17. 


To what extent did your parents influence your 


post-secondary education? My parents had: 


Comments: 


mo influence. . 4.» Ay ne ae ee ae ee ee ames gee ae 
only a slight ice imenae CE rere? WHE OE “soe 2 “es 
Bove inriuentaeee.s 2s eee WHEL. iy. 2 k's ke ke 
BONSIMOreDIP SING sianceggies Ga. » 2s es 0 us 8 ee 
a great deal of influence ., Oe ter a ac 
My decision was based ee icaiy on their opinion . 
Other (please explain under comments) ..... » 


Do you have any brothers or sisters who could have continued 
their education immediately after high school but decided not 


to do so? 


Yes 
No 


If you answered "yes" to the previous question, what do you 
think was the main reason for their not going on to post- 
secondary education? 


a) 
b) 
om) 
d) 
e) 
£) 


g) 


Comments: 





PIBMDeCecOLOr Glu. MATTLGd «2. s oss 0 6 ses 
PPSoreheai theides Get. te sondiuus war oteeayion 
igdhesseio,s theytenilvage you avare of .Shnanstals » 
Not enough money to go on ... >» fas son Brows 
Lack of interest in further Sewn ipes no ava on 
Wanted to earn own living to be independent ny 

parents .% > Pee ae ee ee ee eee 
Wished to bette lage matriculation requirements for 
RIWere Love entCeanCéesGut the «gow: aoa Gerdes of» » 
Parents did not want them to continue ...... 
Attractive opportunity for employment ..... . 


Didn't think they had the ability to go on... . 
Most.of their friends did not continue ..... . 
Were uncertain about future plans ......o. . 
Other (please explain under comments) ..... 


196 


Did their decision influence your post-high school plans? Which 
of the following best describes the extent of their influence? 


I was: 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 


Comments: 


Birney sotiuencedwee bow» 6 ide » ee oe eee 
cConmidaranieedor lpented . os «» «6 & » w ao 
Bligh tividinfluenced’s amdar siete) « oo a ws we x 
not: influenced at all... . ee ee ae en 

Other (please explain under commiapite) eee ee 


decision concerning 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(i) 
(2) 
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18. 


Ls 


20. 


Z41; 
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Did many of your close friends continue their education immediately 


after high school graduation? Which of the following best 
describes your situation? 


a) Nearly all of my closest friends went on..... 
b) Most of my closest friends went on.....4... 


®) > aconeiderable mumber went on: . .'s\s » «sss - 
Si OMe EL DBM EN te Ot jan tow guciicanteies’'s “» » » “e ‘s « 
e) Nearly none of them went on ..°. ss sss «as 


f) Other (please explain under comments). ..... . 
Comments: 


Did the decision of your close friends influence the decision 
you made concerning post-high school plans? Which of the 
following best describes the extent of thefr influence? I was: 


S\MECroat yeinoluenGad gow sss «ws i6. 2 ta ew ee 
bo weronsiderab ly nt luencodr nu cuostem Gbokom ‘al chien a “2 
oD RES g 1s PS FES SST ah EVEL PTY ag a re an 
AOeeDOte SOL IUen Gade Ate Al ade ites Gaile adbmw Tad'ale x» 
e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... 


At the time that you. decided not to continue your education 

after completing high school, were you aware of financial 
assistance (for example, scholarships, and Federal and Provincial 
grants and loans) that might have been available to you? Which 
of the following best describes your situation? 


a) I knew exactly what financial aid was available . 
b) I had a fair idea about the amount and types of 
epgscGuence. aval lableyscciaoi ls Shea. euedanse eveare 
c) I had only a vague idea about such assistance .. 
d) I had no idea of the types of assistance available 
e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... 


Comments: 


Did the staff at the high school you attended encourage you to 
continue your education? Which of the following best describes 
the amount of encouragement you received? I received: 


a) a great deal of encouragement ..... +s... 
b) a fair amount.of encouragement ... .:.:. . c's's « 
Gira ACE Le enCeurareMmenG ss) «os 4 Ue s cete ees 4 ems 
Op INO FEN COUT ADEM ON Eye he ig a FP kg utc Soe em 
e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... 


LT 


Comments: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
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22. 


20% 


24. 


Dg 


If you said that you were encouraged to continue by people 
connected with the high school, from whom did you receive the 
most encouragement? 


aon Thererneoleprincipals sath affAsee!. Se. ercreccers (1) 
meme nel eeuog. COUnNsGLIOY 4 «=» « 6 as 0 8 6 6 @ e (2) 
c) The teachers . e e e e e r r) . ° ° e e ° r ° ° e (3) 


d) Other (please explain under pommeaks) ph Cae ee he 
Comments: 


When you were in high school, were you ever informed, either 
through the school staff or representatives of post-secondary 
institutions, about the opportunities for continuing your education? 


Yes (1) 
No (2) 


Which of the following best describes your opinion of the 
helpfulness of the guidance department of your high school as 
far as helping most students decide what to do after high 
school? The guidance program was: 


Pe ESET ey (1) 
Pm ue eC Cee Weg Gos wR ee 8 8 (2) 
Pp eeOreeeEO AME tD Geeta a 6 4 6 cs tk we kk et kf (3) 
Oo Pe UCRUGU TEE Olmert. Se, ks kk kw we (4) 
e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... (5) 


Comments: 


Which of the following best describes your opinion of the helpfulness 
of the guidance department of your high school as far as helping you 
to decide what to do after high school? The guidance program was: 


Be Meiy Nelo Suse Ae Gary et ERNG Se ea wo aS (1) 
Dp WUD Cement Veer. Cores lake be kl eae ee (2) 
Gi OLN Cleaned cee ae. Geilte®. oceaere). 4s aos (3) 
seg ate Paget viivi ate y: Wb eee a ow eae ee (4) 
e) did not consult with guidance deckriment Bn hee (5) 
f) Other (please explain under comments) ..... (6) 


Comments: 
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26. Some people participated a great deal in high school extra- 
curricular activities while others did not participate in these 
at all. (i.e. school clubs, organizations, societies, musical 
organizations, etc.) Which of the following best describes the 
extent of your participation in such affairs? On extra-curricular 
activities, I spent: 


Ae -eerreatideaimorrtimeisis hove @aved.fses cocking « (1) 
Py moun tema oteoracinewe,’ , fucuch.t7 wast, ... s. (2) 
mers tem Ct ete Mens) a v2 kv se es ke acs Ba wo es (3) 
A) DELempranOetImG: . . . s+ «sso » vse 2 » » » (4) 


(5) 


e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... 


Comments: 


III. QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS COMMON TO THE NONCONTINUING AND INTERRUPTING GROUPS 


1. Please indicate, in order of importance, the three reasons why you 
did not continue your education at the post-secondary level 
immediately after high school graduation. (Please number the most 
important reason 1, the second most important reason 2, etc.) 


BH) werdennedecorormdidé getimarried, . .. 2s «+» «. (1) 
DP) EOOIea ttn Oe APO RERO «2. «ee et et (2) 
PS) eet neeme thera lywenendn 2 ss ee (3) 
DeeGceenOuen MONEY tO, GO On. a us ws » = 0 ww (4) 
e) Lack of interest in further education ...... (5) 
£) Wanted to earn own living to be independent of 

eres ch Le pe ge) a nas PREY TW ae ee ; (6) 
g) Wished to complete maEri culation requirements ae 

iia rsity @ntyencem 2 Aalhleewiap 0% ArAdS GS «bc (7) 
noes Parents) didi not want) nes towcontinue,) aa Gist wau. (8) 
i) Attractive opportunity for employment ...... (9) 
io ian at utiinkeds had! themability itowgoxonle was t~6 (10) 
ineeemont or myatriends, didnot continues! wien seaehi« (a) 
1 meves Rincertein ebouts futuresplanssiwatec .fnem bie. (12) 
m) Other (please explain under comments) ...... (13) 


Comments: 


2. Could you have managed financially if you had decided to continue 
your education immediately after high school? Which of the following 
best describes your situation? 


a) I could have managed easily ..... : sik (1) 
b) I could have managed without too much deer ealcy : (2) 
c) I could have managed but it would have involved 

many gaceitices ® wh sate! ohigt Lowes ayteom declan (3) 
d) I could not have afforded it wy ALS als entverd 1. (4) 
e) Other (please explain under comments) ...... (5) 


Comments: 
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Did a lack of money at the time keep you from continuing your 
education right after high school? 


Yes (1) 
No (2) 


If you answered "yes" to question 3, how much (in addition to 
the amount that you think you could have saved from working etc.) 
would you have needed to continue? Enough to pay: 


RIAL SOV EARNS ORE, 5) sae Sah, bcs eis 4 6 8 ee ws (1) 

I eemoet Chem) GkNGNSOSs., sce. ee ks cuts Pere (2) 

ROMER DOULTIAIT OF iY GXDCNEES) ys <0. 5 5 ts ee es Ge 

d) less than half of my expenses . ey Ea (4) 

e) Other (please explain under Mormeaee) 4 ee A C3) 
Comments: 


If you had decided to continue your education right after high school, 
to what extent would your family have helped you pay your expenses? 
They would have paid: 


SP aliengeexpensea rr rere. ee Ve POP ee 8 8 (1) 
iy TOSteOre uemenpenses’ fore, TeEe, Hee SEPAP SOM, C2) 
Bi erevOur alt AOL MY seRDENSES 4 )4 5 «a 6 44 a ww (3) 
Gee LESS etnan al tOL MY SONPENSGS yw ele ee os we we (4) 
S eoververi tie af O0yy 4% & < Ae mE oR Re ie ae (5) 


(6) 


f) Other (please explain under Eomnen ce EM ee 
Comments: 


Imagine that you were to receive a scholarship or grant to continue 
your education. The award would be large enough so that you could 
attend to good post-secondary school and you would not have to worry 
about any of your expenses. (If you have gone on to post-secondary 
school after an initial delay, try to think what your reaction to such 
an offer would have been at the time you graduated from high school, ) 
Which of the following best describes how willing you would be to 
accept such assistance? 


Bele uECETLALNLYACCENt: 96.5 uss .e «3 sews (1) 

Dee eNOL LOSDSOD EDLY) ACCEL 6 4. 5. 4. aoe eB oos Soa (2) 

item SH eR CCON CE cmcciks en, such tigi shee Sagi eae (3) 

d) a Lasou La .probaply not vaccept ee as, «css + ie (4) 

By) slew Lduterta til OREGOGENE. 9.0% 4: is sla. 8 ve) 8 (5) 
Comments: 


Did marriage or the prospect of marriage influence your decision 
not to continue your education immediately after high school? 


Yes ob) 
No (2) 


Comments: 
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IV. 


V. 


1. 


Have you ever regretted not continuing your education 
after high school? 


a) I often regret not having continued .... 
b) I sometimes regret not having continued. . 
c) I have never regretted not continuing... 
d) Other (please explain under comments) .. . 


Comments: 
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immediately 


QUESTIONNAIRE ITEM COMMON TO THE INTERRUPTING AND CONTINUING GROUPS 


When did you decide to continue your education follow 
graduation? I made this decision: 


a) in the elementary grades ......246-. 
Bee Ah eluo1Or bighaChool 4 4... suas 
c) in grade ten (beginning of aieh ariel} ay 
d) in grade eleven (mid-way through high schoo 
e) in grade twelve (near the end of high schoo 
f) shortly after graduation from high school . 
g) I don't recall when I first made this decis 


ing high school 


Wea (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


eae 
kb ery 


LO02" 453 


QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS RELATING ONLY TO THE NONCONTINUING GROUP 


When did you decide not to continue your education? 


a) iuptietelenentary grades’? foveeute) ..... 
Boeri sun oS hiehesctnool 4). «a. 4 ae 
c) in grade ten (beginning of high atheal) ve 
d) in grade eleven (mid-way through high schoo 
e) in grade twelve (near the end of high schoo 
£) shortly after graduation from high school . 


g) I don't recall when I first made this decision .. 


Comments: 


I made this decision: 


a he (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 


e ° ° e 


e e e © 


Lie ys 
1) 4. re 


You indicated on the card returned to us that you have not continued 


your education since graduation from high school. Do 
continue at any time in the future? 


you plan to 


Yes (1) 
No (2) 
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VI. 


If you answered "yes" 


type of institution do you plan to See 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 


Comments: 


QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS RELATING ONLY TO THE CONTINUING GROUP 


MRLVGTSLCYs wis fads os 


Technical school eine as YN. aN 1; T, or ‘s. ae I. T; a 


School of nursing . 
Business school .. 


Other (please explain under pemmenea) 7 
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to question 2, at which of the following 


Which of the following best describes the extent to which you 
managed after high school graduation to finance further education? 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 


Comments: 





I managed easily .... 
I managed without too mich BLericuity eos 
I managed but had to make many sacrifices 
Other (please explain under comments). . . 


° (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


In addition to the amount that you saved from working etc., how 
much did you need following high school graduation to continue 
your education? 


a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 


Comments: 


Enough to pay all my expenses 


Enough to pay most of my expenses .... 
Enough to pay about half of my expenses . 
Enough to pay less than half my expenses . 
Other (please explain under comments) .. 


. (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


After you graduated from high school, to what extent did your 


parents help you pay your expenses for 


Comments: 


all of my expenses , 
most of my expenses 


about half of my expenses 
less than half my expenses 


very little if any . 


further education? 


Other (please explain under Pamanen) ry 


They paid: 


. (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
February, 1969 


Dear Sir: (Madam:) 


Provincial Department of Education records indicate that you 
were qualified to attend post-secondary school after high school 
graduation in 1967. The department is very interested in learning 
about the routes taken by those who graduated in that year. Your 
name was selected as part of a random sample which, it is hoped, 
is representative of the province as a whole. 


Any help you can give could have an effect on future educational 
policy in this province. It is for this reason that your cooperation 
is so important. 


I would much appreciate your filling out the brief return 
mail card enclosed with this letter. Please check on the card the 
category into which you fall. If your address had changed since 1967, 
could you indicate your present mailing address on the space provided. 
It is most important to the study that you return the card as soon as 
possible. 


Once again, I assure you that your help will be very useful 
and greatly appreciated. 


Yours sincerely, 


Donald C. Fair, Ph.D. 
Research Director and 
Associate Professor 
Department of Educational 
Psychology 

University of Alberta 


DCF 
Enclosure 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
March, 1969 


Dear Sir: (Madam:) 


Thank you for returning to us the card that asked you to 
indicate what you did following high school graduation. We very 
much appreciate your cooperation. 


With this information, we are now ready to begin the last 
and most important part of the project. This is to study the factors 
related to the post-high school plans made by students. Please 
complete and return the enclosed questionnaire in the envelope 
provided. For the study to be useful it is most important that you 
return it as soon as possible. 


You can rest assured that your responses will be held in 
strictest confidence and used only to determine over-all averages 
in summarizing results. 


The questionnaire should take no more than 10 to 15 
minutes to complete since all that is required is checking (“) your 
answers. Spaces are provided for any comments you might like to make. 


Thank you again for your continued cooperation in this 
study. 


Yours sincerely, 


Donald C. Fair, Ph.D. 
Research Director and 
Associate Professor 
Department of Educational 
Psychology 

University of Alberta 


DCF 
Enclosure 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
April, 1969 


Dear Sir: (Madam:) 


A short time ago questionnaires were sent to a number of 
individuals to study the factors related to post-high school plans. 
Our records indicate that we have not yet received your questionnaire. 
Could you please return it as soon as possible? 


Your frank responses are of vital importance to the success 
of the study and your participation will be greatly appreciated. 


If you have perhaps lost or misplaced the questionnaire 
that was sent out, please let us know and we will gladly send you 
another one. 


You can rest assured that any information received will be 
kept in strictest confidence and used only to determine over-all 
averages in summarizing results. Thank you for your cooperation. 


Yours sincerely, 


Donald C. Fair, Ph.D. 
Research Director and 
Associate Professor 
Department of Educational 
Psychology 

University of Alberta 


DCF 
Enclosure 
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SELECTED COMMENTS MADE BY PARTICIPANTS IN THE STUDY 


This study has aroused my interest and curiosity and, as you may 
have gathered, I feel strongly on the subject. Would it be possible 
to receive a list of the results following the completion of this 
survey? I hope I have helped. (Interrupting boy) 


I enjoyed helping you very much with this project because I feel it 
may help to improve educational standards in this province and make 
more people realize that continuing their education is important. 
(Noncontinuing girl) 


People: Why don't you do something about our school system. Like 
what it needs is humaneness and relevancy. I could probably fill 

in a dozen sheets telling you my ideas and feelings about schools 

in Alberta but I always was bored with one-sided communication. Why 
doesn't the government listen to kids going to school? They can 
think. They know what they're getting from the whole system and a 
lot of them know what they would rather have. Listen to them. 
They've got ideas that could prove helpful in making the school system 
something for humans. (Noncontinuing boy) 


Thank you very much for picking me for this project. I have found 
it most enjoyable and interesting and I would like to know the 
results. (Noncontinuing girl) 


I would like to commend you on your apparent interest in our problem 
and I sincerely hope that your study will in some way improve the 
sad state of education in Canada. (Noncontinuing boy) 


I am glad to see investigation into any aspect of education. There 
is a tremendous need for more knowledge and better understanding 
regarding education. We must analyze our present methods and 
implement promising improvements as soon as possible. Conditions 
are entirelyunsatisfactory at present. My regards to Dr. Fair and 
associates. (Interrupting boy) 
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